Sewer Rate Committee Meeting Minutes
6:00pm, May 4, 2010 @ Jay Town Office

Meeting agenda and attendance sheet are attached


1) MMS /Unan. by Tom Goding/Warren Bryant to accept the minutes of the 3/23/10 meeting.

2) Ruth went over her tally sheet (attached as part of the meeting agenda) of whether or not other towns charge their municipal buildings and/or schools a sewer fee.  Much discussion of the pro’s and con’s of charging municipal buildings a sewer fee.  MMS by Mike Schaedler/Paul Gilbert to make the recommendation to the Selectmen that the Town of Jay should assess sewer fees to all municipal and school buildings. Motion passed 5-1 with warren Bryant voting in opposition to the motion.

3) Mark went over information obtained from a newspaper article (attached as part of the meeting agenda) that outlined the Town of Farmington’s sewer rates.  Mark went over a rate comparison sheet (also attached as part of the meeting’s agenda) that illustrated how Farmington’s rates would impact the Jay residents/businesses if they were implemented in Jay.  The committee agreed that this would give them something to compare to while determining the “best fit” sewer rate for the Town of Jay.

The committee discussed getting actual usage numbers from the water districts and to perform a “dry run” to determine how changes in the minimum use quantities and cubic foot usage rates would affect sewer rates.   Mark was asked to speak to the water districts to try and get usage numbers from them free of charge to perform the “dry run”.  Sue Weston, Mike Schaedler & Joan vomEigen volunteered to work on making an excel spreadsheet for the committees next meeting.  Numbers the committee would like to see run are:  2000ft3/$100 min., 2000ft3/$150 min., 4000ft3/$250 min. & 5000ft3/$250 min. .  Sue stated that once the spreadsheet is completed, numbers can be changed and the results can be viewed instantly.  Sue will prepare a spreadsheet to be projected onto the wall for the next committee meeting and change some of the numbers to give examples of how the rates can be manipulated prior to implementing a set rate.

The committee questioned how clubs and church’s were assessed sewer fees.  Some do not pay taxes so therefore they do not contribute to the general fund which pays +/-65% of the cost to operate the Sewer Department in Jay.  Some members thought this to be an inequality and perhaps an unfair practice.  Ruth will look into how other communities address this issue and report back to the committee. 

- Mike Schaedler went over his spreadsheets that gave examples of how changes in minimum usage and cubic foot usage rates impacted sewer rates. (Mike’s spreadsheets are attached)

- Next meeting scheduled for 6:00pm, Wednesday, July 14, 2010 @ Jay Town Office

- MMS Pearl Cook/Tom Goding/Unan. To adjourn @ 7:05pm.


Minutes recorded by Mark L. Holt, Supt., Jay Sewer Dept.

