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Jay Planning Board

June 16, 2009
Board: Delance White, Barbara Cook, Dennis Stevens, Mike Hobbs, and James Kachnovich.
Staff:   Shiloh Ring.
Others: Tom Saviello and Vickie Gammon - Verso Paper; Robert Dorr – SMI.
The meeting began at 7:00 PM and was presided over by Chairman, Delance White.
1.   Minutes – April 16, 2009
Barbara Cook made a motion to accept the minutes of April 16, 2009. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

2.   Specialty Minerals Inc. - Application for Renewal of Jay Air Permit No. 12 - Acceptability for Processing
Shiloh Ring stated that notice of the application has been published in the Sun Journal and that no comments were received. After the Board’s acceptance, notice will be published again providing for additional comments and requests for a public hearing. Mike Hobbs made a motion to accept the Application for Renewal of Jay Air Permit No. 12 for processing. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
3.   Verso Paper - Jay Water Permit No. 7 – Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD)
Tom Saviello explained why the Verso Mill has a COD limit. He stated that the Mill chose to participate in EPA’s XL2 Project. The Mill put money into projects aimed at reducing COD and was given an exemption for the BMP regulations that dealt largely with spill control, building dikes, moats, etc. After completion of the projects the Mill accepted a COD limit. However, the COD limit was originally proposed based on only 4 months of data. The formula contained total COD from the Mill divided by pulp production. At that time, no one looked at the effects of curtailed production. Tom explained that COD comes from various sources, including the paper machines, pulp and groundwood. The only item that was being looked at in the XL Project though was pulp production. Through the Project, the team found that soluble COD (sCOD) was more indicative of what was coming from the pulp mill. Joe Genco (professor at UMO) stated in the XL Project report that paper and groundwood should also be looked at, but EPA focused on pulp impacts. 
In the recent economic downturn, Verso significantly curtailed pulp production. The amount of COD discharged to the River actually went down, but since the formula was based on a denominator of only pulp production, the limit was exceeded. Tom explained that Verso has addressed this issue with the State and that they changed the formula to reflect sCOD, rather than COD. Tom stated that even in the new formula, there is a certain amount of sCOD coming from groundwood, paper and even the River itself that is not accounted for in the denominator of the formula. Tom explained that this amendment would allow Verso to continue working with Board Staff to determine what the ultimate formula should be.
Barbara Cook questioned the difference in the historic numbers for COD vs. sCOD. Vickie Gammon explained that sCOD is filtered and would therefore always be lower than COD. Mike Hobbs questioned whether the sCOD limit worked for reduced pulp production. Tom stated that it did but that the sCOD still reflected total production rather than just the amount from the pulp process.
Mike Hobbs made a motion to approve the amendment to Jay Water Permit No. 7 regarding Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD).  Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Barbara Cook made a motion to adjourn. Jim Kachnovich seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
