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Jay Planning Board

February 12, 2008
Board:  Maynard Veinotte, Barbara Cook, Mary Howes, Dennis Stevens and James Kachnovich.
Staff:     Shiloh Ring.
Others: Tom Saviello, Verso.
The meeting began at 7:00 and was presided over by Vice-Chairman, Mary Howes.
1.   Minutes – January 8, 2008
Barbara Cook made a motion to accept the minutes of January 8, 2008. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion with an amendment to add his name to those present and it passed unanimously.

2.   Verso Androscoggin LLC - Jay Water Permit No. 7 – Thermal Discharge
Tom Saviello explained that the reason for the changes was due to inconsistency with the State’s regulations on how the formula is run. Shiloh Ring explained that the Town and the DEP had interpreted the thermal discharge regulations differently. Based on guidance from the DEP regarding how the regulations were developed and their intent, Board staff is now proposing these changes. Verso will be submitting a plan to the Town for monitoring the thermal discharge during the upcoming summer.
Dennis Stevens made a motion to approve the Thermal Discharge modification. Maynard Veinotte seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
3.
Verso Androscoggin LLC – Jay Air Permit No. 9 – Recovery Boiler 1 – Tube Replacement Project
Tom Saviello explained that every year Verso replaces tubes in the Recovery Boilers and has to take them out of service during the repair time and during wash time. Verso intends on replacing the current tubes with better ones that will not require as much maintenance. The current tubes allow for buildup behind the tubes which causes friction and corrosion. The new tubes will not have to be washed down. The buildup will occur on a membrane and will then drop off into the bottom of the boiler. Verso estimates that they may gain 6 days of operating time once the tubes are changed.

Maynard Veinotte made a motion to approve the Recovery Boiler 1 Tube Replacement Project.  Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
4.
Verso Androscoggin LLC – Jay Air Permit No. 9 – A Digester – Lo-Solids Cooking Trial

Tom Saviello explained that a couple of years ago the Mill began down flow cooking in the digester. The change did not effect production, only how the liquor is extracted. At that time, the Mill made some internal piping changes that weren’t utilized because the changes would have infringed on a patented process. The Mill is now looking at the patented process of cooking and is requesting permission to conduct a trial to see if it will be worth paying the patent on. The change in process may allow an increase in production. If the trial is a success the Mill will have to come back to the Board for approval as a permanent change.
Shiloh Ring explained that the draft allows for a 91 day trial at the end of which the Mill must go through the calculations to determine what the actual emissions were. Verso indicates that even with the additional emissions the Mill will be below their current permit limits.
Jim Kachnovich made a motion to approve the A Digester – Lo-Solids Cooking Trial. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Tom Saviello also discussed Groundwood changes and a possible low sulfur fuel petition that may be coming to the Board in the near future.
Jim Kachnovich made a motion to adjourn. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
