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Jay Planning Board

October 9, 2007
Board:         Delance White, Barbara Cook, Dennis Stevens, Michael Hobbs, James Kachnovich.
Staff:            Shiloh Ring.
Others:        Tom Saviello & Vickie Gammon, Verso; Adam Spiotta, UMF student.

The meeting began at 7:00 and was presided over by Chairman, Delance White.
1.  Minutes – September 11, 2007
Barbara Cook questioned what the increase was, that was approved at the last meeting, in the Wausau Mill’s facility wide VOC emissions. Shiloh Ring provided a copy of the draft from the previous meeting showing that the limit was changed from 88,000 lbs/yr to 140,320 lbs/yr (70.16 tons). Jim Kachnovich made a motion to accept the minutes of September 11, 2007. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

2.  Verso Androscoggin LLC – Jay Water Permit No. 7 – Temporary Effluent Discharge 
     Outfall - Extension

Tom Saviello explained that the Mill intends to remove an elbow within the Snoopy Tank that currently constricts flow. For safety reasons, in order to complete the work, a complete Mill shutdown is necessary. The shutdown is planned for spring of 2009.

The Board discussed the Snoopy Tanks use as a foam trap and whether the removal of the elbow would affect foam into the River. Tom explained that the foam trap had not been utilized since the early 90’s. Currently foam is controlled in the process and directly at the lagoon, upstream of the Snoopy Tank. Therefore the removal of the elbow should not affect foam in the River.

Mike Hobbs made a motion to approve the Temporary Effluent Discharge Outfall Extension. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
3.  Verso Androscoggin LLC – Jay Water Permit No. 7 – Update on Special Condition 7. 

     Thermal Discharge
Tom Saviello updated the Board on the thermal discharge issues that the Mill is facing. He explained that in August and September there were several days of potential violations of both the Town and State requirement that the Mill not increase the temperature of the River above 0.5 degrees. On the specific days, calculations show an increase of 0.6 degrees. Past studies have demonstrated that during periods of low flow in the River, this may be an issue. The summer of 2007 has had these low flows.
Tom explained that there is a lot of variability to take into account when determining the 0.5 degree increase. While production was up, flow was up, and some of the temperatures in the Mill were higher, the effluent discharge temperature has remained essentially the same. However, River flow was down nearly 30% over last year and the River temperature taken at Riley was up approximately 2% over last year.

Tom provided the Board with several graphs demonstrating the River temperature at Canton, Riley and downstream. Tom pointed out that they are not seeing any issues when the river is the warmest in the summer months. The issues occur when the nights start to get cooler, the days are still warm, and there are low flow conditions. The graphs demonstrated the large amount of variability that is being seen in the River. They showed that there are times when the temperature above and below the diffuser vary greatly. Sometimes the downstream data is cooler than the above and sometimes it is opposite. Tom emphasized that the 0.5 vs. the 0.6 is a 10th of a degree difference. It is very difficult to capture the cause in such a small number.
Tom talked with the Board about several options the Mill is looking at. One is a three pronged approach that looks at the DEP calculations, then looks at the Acheron Model and, if both show exceedences, then looks at the actual data of what is happening in the river and presents a graphical presentation. Another option being investigated is the possibility of establishing a thermal discharge zone to demonstrate compliance. Tom stated that the Mill currently has a dilution mixing zone, not a thermal mixing zone. They are going to look into putting together a study for Board approval that would investigate this option further. A thermal zone could require additional probes placed in the river to monitor compliance. Tom will continue discussion with Board staff and DEP to develop a path forward on this item and will keep the Board informed as they progress.
Jim Kachnovich made a motion to adjourn. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
