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Jay Planning Board

September 11, 2007
Board:  
Mary Howes, Delance White, Barbara Cook, Dennis Stevens, Michael Hobbs, Maynard Veinotte and James Kachnovich.
Staff:    
Shiloh Ring.
Others:  
Chuck Kraske, Verso Androscoggin LLC; Matthew Shedd and Ron Holmes, Wausau Paper Otis Mill; Jay and Jo Couture, and Lou DeWildt.
Site Visit: The Board conducted a site visit of Jay and Jo Couture’s property on the East Dixfield Road/Rt. 17, North Jay. The Board met at the site at 6:00 and then reconvened at the Community Building at 7:00. Board members present at the Site Visit were: Mary Howes, Delance White, Barbara Cook, Dennis Stevens, Michael Hobbs, and James Kachnovich. Also present were: Shiloh Ring, Jay and Jo Couture and Lou DeWildt.

The regular meeting began at 7:00 and was presided over by Chairman, Delance White.
1.  Minutes – August 14, 2007
Barbara Cook made a motion to accept the minutes of August 14, 2007. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

2.  Jay and Jo Couture – Shoreland Zoning & Flood Hazard Development Permit
Mary Howes removed herself from the deliberations on this application due to a conflict of interest (Jay Couture is Mary’s brother).

After conducting the Site Visit, the Board found that they had no problem with the site or the proposal. Barbara Cook made a motion to approve the Shoreland Zoning & Flood Hazard Development Permit 07-04 Bridge Repair & Gravel Pit - Amendment A. Maynard Veinotte seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
3.  Wausau Paper, Otis Mill – Jay Air Permit No. 10 – Permit Amendment B – Special
     Condition 2 – Facility Wide VOC Emission Limit

Ron Holmes explained to the Board that the Mill would like to change the grade mix to incorporate food grades at a greater level. The petition will allow the Mill to make these grades. Ron explained that they have obtained a permit revision with DEP and now they are requesting the same of the Planning Board. The increase in VOC emissions would be related to the coating of the paper grade. It would be for non-fuel burning sources. 

Mary Howes made a motion to approve Jay Air Permit No. 10 – Amendment B – Special Condition 2 – Facility Wide VOC Emission Limit. Mike Hobbs seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

4.   Verso Androscoggin LLC– Jay Solid Waste Schedule of Compliance – Phase I East Side

      Landfill Expansion Project – ESCS Corrective Action Water Level and Groundwater 

      Modifications
Chuck provided a project overview to the Board. He explained that the Town, DEP and the Mill have been meeting on this proposal for several years. The landfill expansion will be built over the top of the current landfill’s east side. As part of Phase I of the expansion, Verso will be constructing a berm (approximately 20 feet high and 50-70 wide). The berm will be built over the top of the East Side Collection System trench. As such, many of the water level and groundwater monitoring wells that are currently part of the SOC will need to be extended up through the berm and the expansion. The monitoring data that has been collected over the past 15+ years was used to determine what wells should be extended and what wells could be abandoned. There are also many wells where monitoring was discontinued in 1998 that have not yet been abandoned. This approval would establish those wells that could be abandoned and those that must be kept and extended up into the new landfill. The remaining wells will be able to demonstrate that the program is still working. 
Chuck further explained that the procedures for abandoning and extending the wells are outlined in the designs. Approximately 74 locations will be abandoned (including those that are not currently monitored). In the approximately 700 feet of the Phase I berm there will be about 40 wells that will be extended. About 12 that are currently being tested will be abandoned and approximately 60 that are currently not being used will be abandoned. Chuck explained that the reason for not extending all of the wells is related to the cost of construction and the likelihood that the wells would get damaged. The more wells that are extended the more complicated the construction becomes due to the necessity of working around the wells and not damaging them.

Decommissioning of the wells will begin this fall. Qualified contractors in the New England area will be sent bid packages. Chuck estimated the landfill expansion to be an $8 million project.
Mike Hobbs made a motion to approve the Phase I East Side Landfill Expansion Project – ESCS Corrective Action Water Level and Groundwater Modifications. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Other: 
Chuck stated that the Mill had begun working on the stormwater detention ponds. It was agreed that Mary, Maynard, Jim and Dennis would visit the site on Monday, September 24th at 4:00.

The Board also discussed the possibility of amending the Ordinance to change the number of required board members from 8 regulars & 2 alternates to only 8 regular members. This would also reduce the quorum number to 4 members. This discussion was based on the fact that the Board currently has 2 empty positions and is not able to find volunteers to fill these positions. Shiloh Ring stated that she had briefly discussed this option with the Town attorney and that he will be looking into the Board’s options.
Mary Howes made a motion to adjourn. Maynard Veinotte seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
