Jay Planning Board Meeting

                                                         Page 2 of 3

July 17, 2007


Jay Planning Board

July 17, 2007
Board: 
Mary Howes, Barbara Cook, Maynard Veinotte, Mike Hobbs, James Kachnovich, and Mike Pineau.
Staff:    
Shiloh Ring.
Others:  
Chuck Kraske, Verso Androscoggin LLC.
The meeting began at 7:00 and was presided over by Vice Chairman, Mary Howes.

1. Minutes – June 19, 2007
Mike Hobbs made a motion to accept the minutes of June 19, 2007. Jim Kachnovich seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

2.
Verso Androscoggin LLC – Stormwater Management Improvement
Chuck Kraske explained that the Mill has been closing out portions of the landfill with secure liner. The liner is impermeable so the stormwater is no longer absorbed into the ground. It now travels much quicker through the rip rapped channels and down to the waste treatment plant. The opportunity now exists to shed the stormwater from approximately 25 acres as clean runoff. 

The petition is for approval of stormwater detention ponds on the North and South ends of the landfill. These ponds will retain water during storm events and then release it at a fixed rate to Allen Brook on the South end and into a wetland area and the Androscoggin River on the North end. Chuck stated that this may also help to alleviate the need for the temporary bypass off the Snoopy Tank. The project will improve the efficiency of the treatment plant during high rain events.  Chuck explained that approximately 25 acres of closed landfill area and 5 to 7 acres of forested area will go through the ponds as clean stormwater runoff.
Barbara Cook questioned which areas of the landfill would continue to go to waste treatement. Chuck stated that on the East side of the landfill, the stormwater from the active area will continue to go to waste treatment. Once the east side expansion is completely built, and entirely filled, and capped, that portion of the landfill may also be sent to the detention pond. Chuck also explained that, when the Mill began to look at this issue, they investigated many different areas of the Mill to see if stormwater could be shed. However, most other areas posed a greater risk of contamination (sand, bark, etc.). Also, due to the minor reduction in flow that would result, only the landfill was chosen for the project.
Mike Hobbs questioned the size of the proposed ponds. Chuck explained that the pond on the North will be made by constructing an approximately 100 foot long berm, 4 to 5 feet high with a flow control structure located on the inside that will allow the water to be released at a fixed rate. For the pond on the South end, they will be disturbing approximately 25,000 square feet of surface. They will wrap a berm around and clear the area. Chuck anticipated that they will disturb ½ to 1 acre of land when complete.

Mike Pineau questioned whether the stormwater will be monitored. Chuck stated that, under their current stormwater permit, they are required to conduct visual inspection and conduct suspended solids monitoring down stream of where the ponds will be built.
Barbara Cook questioned why the Mill had not sent the required letter regarding the status of the project to the Town. Chuck stated that it was an oversight on their part. However, the Mill was in conversations with the State and Board Staff during that time. He stated that the Mill had been dealing with the issue under the Water Permit and he had been looking at the detention ponds under the landfill permit. He apologized to the Board for not submitting the letter.

Chuck notified the Board that the Mill had received their NRPA permit from the DEP. He explained that, as part of the NRPA permit, the Mill will be preserving 25 acres of land along the back side of Mill. Chuck also stated that the Mill planned to begin construction as soon as possible after receiving permits. The target date for start of the project is the first of August. 
Barbara Cook questioned the location/size of the proposed ponds. Chuck explained that the south pond is by the Main Line Railroad. Storm water will flow to the railroad ditch and then to Allen Brook. The ditch is adequately sized to manage the flows. The north pond has been sized so that the pond will keep the flow in the brook to the river the same as during a normal storm.

Maynard questioned the impact of the runoff into the wetlands. Chuck stated that they would be installing curbing on the side of the road so that water on the road would be directed to waste treatment and would not come in contact with the water that was coming off the landfill to be shed off site.
Maynard Veinotte made a motion to approve the Stormwater Management Improvement Order. Barbara Cook seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Chuck will bring copies of plans for next meeting.
3.
Subdivision Application – Amendment to Lot 4 Division of Lots Water Tower Lane 
- James & Deborah Kachnovich
Jim Kachnovich provided the Board with copies of the application for Subdivision approval including copies of the tax map, deed, soils tests, etc. Jim explained that the lot was previously approved by the Board but could not be built on until a drainage plan was approved by the Board. Drainage work has now been completed on the lot and he would like the lot approved as buildable so that it could be sold in the future or built upon.
Jim stated that the driveway had been built into the lot and is approximately 300 feet long. A clearing has been started for a hammer head turn around at the end of the driveway, but the turn around has not been installed.
The Board discussed the stormwater issue that was brought up in the original approval. The Town had previously plowed snow onto the lot and the runoff when it melted had impacted the property. An abutter had approached Jim about fixing the runoff problem and Jim had approached the Town about providing stormwater runoff to Bellview Drive. The Town agreed that if Jim gave an easement to the Town, they would direct the stormwater into the to catch basin. The work has now been completed. Jim also installed an oversized culvert across the driveway into the lot. He stated that the size will make it easier to  keep clear.
Jim requested that the Board accept the letters from the utilities and municipal departments that were previously submitted and are included in the file, and not require new submittals. He stated that he had gotten a letter from the Fire Dept. due to access to the lot, and that he would get a letter from the Transfer Station since a letter was not originally submitted from them.
Shiloh Ring provided the Board with copies of a letter emailed to her from the Fire Chief, Scott Shink. 

Barbara Cook made a motion to accept the application for Amendment to Lot 4 – Division of Lots Water Tower Lane as complete and to accept preliminary plan as complete. Mike Pineau seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

The Board reviewed the standards contained in Section 5-301 and Section 5-401. No issues were identified. A letter from the Transfer Station does need to be submitted. 
Mike Hobbs made a motion to adjourn. Maynard Veinotte seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
