SELECT BOARD MINUTES
April 27, 2015
6:00 P.M.

Present:  Town Manager Shiloh LaFreniere, Chair Steve McCourt, Vice Chair Justin Merrill, Tom Goding, Tim DeMillo and Pearl Cook.

Also Present: Donna Perry (Sun Journal), Al Landry, Gary McGrane, Erica DeMillo, Mike Booker (Fire Chief), Brian Dolloff, CJ Pitch, Mark Holt (Superintendent WWTP), Corey LeClerc and Ben Hanstein (Dailey Bulldog). 

Pledge of Allegiance: 6:00 P.M.

Approval of minutes:  M/M/S-Tim/Tom to accept the March 23, and April 13, 2015 Select Board minutes as written 5-0-0 vote.

Old Business:  See Attachment* - Mark handed out information to the Board, as requested last year when sewer rates were set, that outlined scenarios for them to consider in preparation for setting the sewer rates at their next meeting. Mark briefly explained the information and said that they would be setting the rates May 11.

Pollis Property Bid review: See Attachment* - There were four bids submitted to clean up the Pollis’ property located on Route 17 in North Jay. The bids were: The Dump Guy $48,000; JCP Towing $20,000; Central Maine Disposal $12,000 and Virgil Salley $5,000. The Town has been working since 1999 to get the two properties in North Jay in compliance with the state junkyard law. The Town was awarded a court order to abate the property and to recover the costs from the owners of the properties. The Town has already spent $11,000 in legal fees and expects another $3,500. The contractor will be responsible to remove all of the junk and only metal can be brought to the Transfer Station. There are numerous things that need to be moved including mobile homes and unregistered vehicles, this all needs to be done by July 31. Shiloh stated that whoever gets the bid will have to sign a contract. The Town would like to meet with the Pollis’ and the contractor to walk the property and determine what needs to be done. M/M/S-Justin/Tom to accept the proposal from Central Maine Disposal for $12,000 to clean up both properties on East Dixfield Road (Map 9 Lot 65 & Map9 Lot 64A) 5-0-0 vote.

LF Sewer Treatment Hypochlorite Storage Tank: See Attachment* - Mark informed the Board that back in 1997 when the new treatment plant was built the towns purchased a hypochlorite storage tank and built the building around it. The tank started leaking back in 2004/2005 and another tank was put in (1500 gallons) which is leaking now. The current tank has been repaired numerous times but it cannot be repaired again and needs to be replaced. Greg Given and Mark Holt have looked at different options and have determined that installing four 300 gallon tanks (warrantied for 5 years) at a cost of $5,720 is the most economical way to correct the problems associated with the existing tank. The Selectboard of Livermore Falls has already approved spending $5,720 from the LF WWTF joint reserve account to replace the existing hypochlorite tank. Chair Steve questioned whether they would have to cut the other tank up to get it out. Mark stated that they would. He also stated that it will cost a bit more to pipe the 4 tanks together to get the 1200 gallon capacity but it is the most economical choice.

M/M/S-Tim/Tom to allow the Sewer Department to take up to $5,720 out of the joint reserve account to replace the hypochlorite storage tank 5-0-0 vote.

Fire Department Utility Truck Discussion: Chief Mike Booker was present to request approval to replace the 2004 Ford F350 with a 2015 Ford F550 with a service body. The proposed truck is a full 4 door cab with a 10 foot bed. Mike had looked into buying a second hand one but with the rebates available on the new ones it’s cheaper to go new. He requested taking up to $70,000 out of capital reserve. Mike explained that they were proposing to replace the truck because it doesn’t meet the needs of the Dept. It is hard to get a crew in the back seat with all their gear on and having a service body would allow easier access to the equipment. Replacing this truck would also take some of the load off Engine 1 (the oldest truck – 20 years) when a pump is not needed and using this truck would help to reduce fuel costs and maintenance. Chair Steve asked if this would have a tank on it. Mike stated that it would.

Mike received quotes from several places. He said that the Chevy truck is not strong enough and that the closest Dodge dealers are in Bangor. Farmington Ford didn’t want the current truck in trade. Rowe & Bailey’s were about $3,000 different in their trade value. Rowe’s quote was $39,900 with $14,000 trade in and Bailey’s quote was $40,570 with $12,000 trade in. The service body (Messer equipment) was $18,500, lettering was $1,200, a light tower was $5,000 and would need a generator for use at vehicle accidents. Total for the truck and body with accessories was around $60,000. Chair Steve asked how much was in the Reserve Account and Mike stated that there was $279,000. The next truck scheduled for replacement is Engine 1 which would have to be replaced in 2025 and then the Ladder which would be replaced in 2027. After much discussion the Board tabled this until the next meeting as they would like to see everything listed out with the prices.

Other Business: Chair Steve McCourt informed everyone that road postings will be down by May 1. He also said that there is free compost material available at the Transfer Station. The Board decided to cancel the meeting scheduled for Memorial Day.  Shiloh advised the Board that, if the warrant article on French Falls is passed, the Board will have this on the agenda for their next meeting. Shiloh also informed the Board that a GrowSmart Community Conversation will be held on Wednesday, May 20, at 5:30 to determine how to spend grant funding related to the recreational trails.

Gary McGrane informed the Board that he came across Riley road and the odor was very strong from the Mill and has been for a couple of weeks, he questioned whether the Mill notified the Town of releases and asked if there had been one last Saturday evening. Shiloh said that she had not received a report but that she would check into it.

Executive Session: M/M/S-Justin/Tom to go into Executive Session at  6:55 P.M. under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405, Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing  a Legal Issue. Declared out of Executive Session at 7:20 P.M. 5-0-0 vote.

M/M/S-Justin/Tom to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 P.M. 5-0-0 vote. 
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