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Jay Select Board
August 24th 2015

Present:							Absent: 
Shiloh LaFreniere; Town Manager				Terry Bergeron
Justin Merrill; Select Chair
Tim DeMillo; Vice-chair
Steve McCourt
Tom Goding

Guests:  Donna Perry; Sun Journal, Bobbie Hanstein; Daily Bulldog, Darren Pollis, Clint Coolidge, John Dolbier, Jenny Easter, Kevin Jack; Polycor, Frederic Langlois; Polycor, Ted Johnston; Resource Policy Group, Doug Dipasquale. John Johnson; Highway Foreman


Pledge of Allegiance:  6:00 PM

Minutes:  August 10th 2015
M/M/S DeMillo, Goding to accept as written, the minutes of the August 10th Meeting of the Jay Select Board.  Vote 4-0-0

Old Business
Verso Paper:
Chair Justin Merrill acknowledged the August 20th press release issued by Verso Paper stating that the company will eliminate three hundred (300) positions at the Androscoggin Mill within the next few months.   Merrill assured the public that the Town is on high alert and will be working closely with area Career Centers as well as Maine’s Rapid Response Team to assist those who are affected by the sudden layoffs.  

Polycor
Polycor’s Operations Manager, Kevin Jack, gave an update on the company’s progress at the North Jay granite quarry.  Jack acknowledged that the site plan is complete and that digging will begin within the next two (2) weeks.   Installation of a 150’ x 65’ building, which will house both the production plant and office space, is scheduled to begin in October, with a completion date prior to Christmas.  The quarry is scheduled to be fully operational by February 2016.

North Jay resident Jenny Easter questioned whether the company will use the access point that connects to the Old Jay Hill Road.  The company currently has a two (2) year lease with Mary Howes to utilize the private road that runs adjacent to the North Jay White Granite Park on Woodman Hill Road, but Jack confirmed that construction of a new roadway off of the Old Jay Hill Road is scheduled to begin sometime next year.  Town Manager Shiloh LaFreniere stated that due to low visibility on the Woodman Hill Road, temporary signage has been installed to warn of trucks entering and exiting the quarry.  

Jack informed the Board that additional blasting at the quarry site is necessary and will occur within the next two (2) weeks.  The blasts will be smaller than before and will take place between 8:00 am and 12:00 noon.  As before, Polycor will advertise the blasting dates and times in area newspapers and on-line media.  

The company is seeking to fill one (1) quarry operator position.  The hourly rate for the position is between $13.74 and $15.74, depending on experience.  

School Board Resignation
Merrill informed the public that due to the recent resignation of Tamara Hoke from the RSU #73 Board of Directors, the Select Board must appoint a replacement.  Anyone interested in filling the position should contact the Jay Town Office prior to the September 10th deadline.

Other Business
Setting of Mil Rate:
Resident Al Landry asked whether the Board had set the mil rate for the fiscal year 2015-2016.  LaFreniere explained that a special Meeting of the Select Board would be scheduled during the first week of September, at which time the new tax rate will be set.

DEP Solid Waste Inspection – Transfer Station:
Highway Foreman John Johnson informed the Board that a recent Solid Waste Inspection by the Department of Environmental Protection revealed several problems needing to be addressed, and that the Town has been given thirty (30) days to resolve the issues.  DeMillo and Goding agreed to tour the facility with Johnson to go over the necessary changes.  


Upcoming Meetings and Events:  

Maine papermakers & Wood Products Celebration:  August 29th 
Planning Board Meeting:  September 8th 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection [Transfer Station]:  September 12th 
Select Board Meeting:  September 14th 
Select Board Meeting:  September 28th 

Executive Session:  6:17 PM

M/M/S DeMillo, Goding to go into Executive Session at 6:17 PM under MRSA Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405, Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing Union Negotiations – Transfer Station.  Vote 4-0-0

Merrill declared meeting out of Executive Session at 7:29 PM.  No action was taken.
M/M/S McCourt, DeMillo to adjourn at 7:29 PM.  Vote 4-0-0

Respectfully submitted by,

Jill Gingras
Deputy Finance Director
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