
SELECT BOARD MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 9, 2013 6:00 P.M.

Present:  Chair Steve McCourt, Vice Chair Justin Merrill, Tom Goding, Tim DeMillo, Pearl Cook and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Also Present:    Mark Holt, AL Landry, Barry Matulaitis (Livermore Falls Advertiser), Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Russ Nealy, Russ Nealy Jr., Bill Calden and Darcie Comstock.

Pledge of Allegiance: 6:00 P.M.

Minutes: M/M/S-Tim/Tom to accept the minutes as written from August 26, 2013 meeting 5-0-0 vote.  

Old Business: No Discussion
 
Russ Nealy/ sewer bill for school house apartments:  See Attachment*
[bookmark: _GoBack]Russ Nealy owner of a 13 unit apartment building on 26 Jewel Street approached the Board on his sewer bill that went up 230%.  Nealy continued with, I am not disputing the math part of the bill but the 230% increase. I am willing to pay extra but this is not a fair bill and I would like some help. Nealy was unaware that there was a toilet leaking until he received his water bill, which had doubled. The Sewer bill is calculated on winter months, November, December and January water readings which were 42,600.00 cubic feet x4= 170,400 cubic feet and the bill would be $11,118.00. Mr. Nealy requested for a modified sewer bill using all four quarters of water usage instead of using just the winter quarter. The other readings were as followed August, September, October water usage 16,200 cubic feet, May, June, July, 23,200 cubic feet, February, March, April, 17,400 cubic feet. A provision in the ordinance allows sewer bills to be modified if a winter quarter water meter reading is 10 percent higher than all other quarters for the year.  
Mr. Nealy stated that $6,503.00 is still very high and would like it to be less than that and asked about just taking the lower three quarters.  Mark Holt Superintendent of the Waste Water Treatment Plant stated unfortunately, the water that was used went through the system, and the town was charged for treating it. Holt continues, I understand how Mr. Nealy feels but whatever the Board chooses to do tonight will affect the future and the past, as there have been a dozen or so people that have approached the Town for similar problems.

The Board agreed to follow the ordinance; therefore the bill will remain $6,503.00 instead of $11,118.00.  Mr. Nealy wanted a reduction to the $6,503 as he felt this was still too much even with the modification.

M/M/S-Justin/Tom to deny sewer abatement M/M/S-Justin to Modify the motion and make the motion to approve the modification from $11,118.00 to $6,503.00 5-0-0 vote.

Ordinance Review committee appointment/Barry McDonald: M/M/S-Tim/Tom to appoint Barry McDonald to the Ordinance Review Committee 5-0-0 vote.

Parker Ponds update/Bill Calden offer: Bill Calden would like to buy a piece of property that the Town recently tax acquired. Bill stated that there is already an existing right of way to the property itself and if the town wants to build a right of way to the pond Bill would allow that. Justin and Steve will go look at the property and bring information back to the next meeting.  Ruth stated that she had suggested that we could work a deal where the public had access to the pond from the Parker Pond Road.  Bill was not willing to do that.  

Cell Tower Discussion: Ruth stated that SBA the owner of the cell phone tower on our land wants to put more towers on.  Right now they have one tower on there and their lease payment is $600.00-650.00 a month, this money goes into the recreation reserve account.  The Town owns 44-50 acres.  Ruth will set up a time for them to come in and walk the lots. Chair Steve McCourt stated that he doesn’t want the towers staggered around.  

MMA Convention/who should I register: The Board chooses not to go.

Franklin County Commissioner’s survey: See Attachment*
Ruth informed the Board that the Town Manager’s from Wilton, Farmington, Jay and Carrabassett Valley met.  It was a good meeting we went down through all the things on the list and we all agreed in order to see efficiency happen at the county level we would like to see a 5 member board of commissioners and a professional administrator.  There was discussion about some of the individual issues and it was stated that some of these are already being done by non-profit organizations such as Western Maine Transportation and AVCOG.  Also there is concern that some of these have not been researched to see if they are a good fit for us.  We found that any future services would have to be paid for by fees and not by taxation according to the law.  We would like to see more research done and a firm proposal brought back for consideration.  Ruth will draft a letter to bring to the next meeting on this matter.

Sewer truck for sale: Ruth stated that the sewer truck has been on the Town’s lawn for a long time it has been advertised and only one offer has come in for $6,500.00 from Dennis Couture.  The Board agreed to accept Mr. Couture’s offer of $6,500.00.  

Other Business: Mark updated the Board about the new bar rack that is in at the Livermore Falls Treatment Plant. It will be up and running by Monday so we will be getting a bill for approximately $60,000.00 for our share to come out of the reserve account which is held by Livermore Falls and also will be funding our share of the balance of the project.

Ruth stated that Maine Department of Transportation bids for RTE 133 (Franklin Road and Hyde Road) will be opened Wednesday at 11:00.  Chair McCourt was concerned about it being a mud hole this winter.  Ruth stated they were going to try to do some shaping of the lawn, but they will not know until Wednesday.  Mark added that Main Street was going to be started about the same time; spring of 2014 and people will take that Hyde and Franklin to avoid Main Street and that it should be mentioned to Maine Department of Transportation.

Pearl asked when the paving was going to be done on Old Jay Hill Road and White Ave.  Tom stated this Thursday.

Executive Session:  M/M/S-Justin/Tom to go into Executive Session at 7:00 P.M. under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405, Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing   A. Legal Issue

Chair Steve McCourt declared out of the executive session at 7:15 P.M.
M/M/S-Justin/Tom to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 P.M. 5-0-0. 
Respectfully submitted by
Lori Simpson/Deputy Clerk
