SELECTPERSONS MINUTES
February 11, 2013

Present:  Steve McCourt, Chair; Justin Merrill, Vice Chair; Pearl Cook; Tim DeMillo; Tom Goding and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Also Present:  John Johnson, Al Landry, Chuck Haskell, Fred Richards, Danny Latham, John Johnson, Representative Paul Gilbert and Gary McGrane.

Chair Steve McCourt opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M.

Minutes:  M/m/s Tim/Tom to accept the minutes of January 28, 2013 as written.  5-0 vote.

Old Business:  Justin stated that the fire truck is back from being painted and it looks good.  He was happy with the job.

Highway Truck Quotes:  John stated that Dan Latham had done the majority of the work in acquiring the quotes.  Dan passed out a copy of the quotes he had received.  With the trade and outfitting the truck it should come in around $129,000.  This amount will not affect the tax rate as it is in equipment reserve and has been planned on.  M/m/s Tim/Tom to purchase the Western Star from O’Conner’s and to allow up to $129,000 to do the outfitting and purchase the truck.  5-0 vote.

Buildings and Grounds Truck:  Larry Wright was at the meeting to request a truck for his department.  The truck that he has been using he took from the highway department 4 ½ years ago and the rust is so bad that it will not pass inspection in the fall.  We have quotes from both Farmington Ford and Bailey Brothers.  The final cost of identical trucks was $$28,507 for Farmington Ford and $26,225.47 from Bailey Brothers.  Steve asked about other trucks that would be coming available from the highway department and there aren’t any now.  Dan Latham asked if it had heated mirrors.  It does not.  M/m/s Pearl/Tom to purchase the truck from Bailey Brothers taking $10,000 from the cemetery reserve and the balance of $16,225.47 from the Buildings and Grounds reserve account.  5-0 vote.
Steve Gettle:  Update on wood harvest:  Steve said that the tower lot was complete.  We have earned more money than was anticipated and estimated.  (see attached)  Steve McCourt asked about the transfer station lot.  Ron Ridley will not get to it this year.  We are not in contract and we will have to decide if we want to rebid or wait for Ron to complete the job.  

Pratt and Sons Agreement:  m/m/s Tim/Tom to give Ruth permission to sign the agreement.  5-0 vote.

AYS Request for funds:  m/m/s Justin/Tom to take $3,024 from the Tower fund for insurance.  5-0 vote.

Budget Discussion:  There was discussion about the agencies and their funding.  We will be making sure they get an appointment for a specific time and include in the letter that they will probably not be funded if they do not attend.

Budget Committee Appointment:  m/m/s Tim/Tom to appoint Terry Bergeron to the Budget Committee.  5-0 vote.

Impact of Governor’s Proposals:  Ruth updated the board on the impact of the Governor’s proposed cuts.  We will not be impacted as much as the majority of towns with the BETE/BETR programs because the majority of that equipment is in TIF.  The impact will be to VERSO because in the first 18 months they will be impacted about $4-5 million.  

Other Business:  Credit Cards in the town office.  There was a discussion on whether or not to offer credit card services at the town office.  We would have to purchase the program and pay a fee annually as well as other costs.  By consensus the board stated that this is something that we would review at a later time and not to budget for it this year.

Executive Session: M/m/s Justin/Tim to go into executive session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 Subsection 6  for the purposes of discussing arbitration.  5-0 vote
Chair McCourt declared us out of executive Session at 7:48 PM.

Adjourn.  M/m/s Justin/Tom to adjourn.  5-0 vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Cushman

Jay Town Manager
