
 Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

March 1, 2010

________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************

Attending: Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Tom Goding, Tim DeMillo and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Also Attending:  John Johnson, Lisa Bryant, Rob Taylor, & Kids, Mark Holt, Mary Howes, Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Justin Merrill, Danny Latham, Ben Hanstien (Dailey Bulldog), Barbara Cook, Keith Pert, Cindy Pert, Vicky McCleod, Mike McCleod, Debbie Hoake (Livermore Falls Advertiser), Larry Thorton, Maurice Melanson.
************************************************************************

Pledge of Allegiance:  6:30 P.M.

Chairman Steve McCourt and Selectmen welcome Tim DeMillo to the Board.

Public Hearing on Appointment of Melissa Burnham for the Planning Board 

Chairman Steve McCourt opened the Public Hearing for the Appointment of Melissa Burnham to the Planning Board at 6:35 P.M.

After no discussion, Chairman Steve McCourt Closed the Public Hearing.

M/M/S Amy Gould/Tom Goding to appoint Melissa Burnham to a three year term to the Planning Board.  5-0-0 vote.
Minutes

M/M/S Tom Goding/Amy Gould to accept the minutes from the February 1 and February 8th Selectmen meetings.  5-0-0 vote.

Old Business

Warren Bryant asked if there was any result from Richard Jackson in reference to the notice that was in the paper about the water being contaminated in Jay village. 
Town Manager Ruth Cushman responded with no I have tried to call Richard to get that information as well as budget figures for the hydrants.
Rob Taylor/Lego League Presentation

Rob Taylor and Six Chic’s and a Dude (Middle School LEGO League Team) did a presentation on the dangers of being distracted while driving. 
In December 2009 they won first place for Robot performance in the State Champion.  Selectmen thanked them for a good job and their presentation.
Rob Taylor/Hunting on Recreation Property  
Rob Taylor is looking to establish a boundary line on the Town’s 200 acres of recreation land for no hunting.  He also would like to post signs stating School Safety Zone No Hunting.  Selectmen asked if the Game Wardens would be able to enforce this. Rob stated yes it’s illegal to shoot firearms 500’ of School property and 200’ of a residence. The boundary line that he has mapped out is about 1,000’ from the Athletic Field.

M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to continue the line from the west side of the Recreation Field in a Northern direction to the property line. Anything from that line west toward the school will be posted No Hunting School Property. 5-0-0 vote.
Sewer Billing Recommendation

Mark Holt informed the Board that the Sewer Committee has met and they still have a lot more work to do. They recommend that we stay with the same standard billing per unit and omit the Town buildings until their process is complete.
M/M/S Amy Gould/Tom Goding to continue with per unit billing for the fiscal year 2010/2011 and to omit the Town buildings. 5-0-0 vote.

There will be a public hearing before the rate is set.

Transfer Station Software

John Johnson and Lisa Bryant discussed with the Board about getting new Software (Northeast Scale) for the Transfer Station.  John stated that this Software will fix the accounting gap, produce a bill, produce a receipt, keep track of what is brought in and do annual reports; it does what a business should do.  John also stated that the employees are not comfortable with the current situation and the amount of money that goes through there.
They also get asked how many tons of bulky waste goes through the Transfer Station, and they just don’t know.  John stated that Bob Sanders had some software that had crashed and Lisa Bryant has been trying to get bits and pieces from that. 
M/M/S Tom Goding/ to take up to  $3,000.00 out of the Capital Reserve account to purchase a new software program for the Solid Waste and Recycling Facility. 5-0-0 vote

Lisa Bryant Finance Director, Update on Financials

Finance Director Lisa Bryant updated the Board on the finances.  Lisa stated that the Excise tax taken in so far is 61 %, Revenue Sharing taken in 53 %, Tree growth and Veteran’s exemption 72% to date.  Everything is paid up as far as County taxes.  
Lisa also stated that a few payments have come in since she gave the Selectmen their reports, a $23,000.00 U.R.I.P. payment for paving roads and $7,000.00 payment from Time Warner.  
The interest is doing really well; we had budgeted $95,000.00 which was a high estimate. The banks were only giving us .25. %.to .50%. This year we also invested some of the money from the Capital accounts, this is earning 1 % interest and Lisa stated that she is very pleased with that. 
Expenses look good, nothing out of line.

Industrial Assessing Contract

The Town has been using an assessing firm from California and Oregon for many years.  Every year we send a list from Verso, Otis, SMI, and they send it back.  In turn, our Tax Assessor Paul Binnette who works for (John E. O’Donnell & Associates) reviews it.  Each year he finds major issues with their work.  They also don’t have a license in the State of Maine so they work under Paul’s license.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman stated that we raise $30,000.00 for this each year.  Last year the Town spent $16,000.00 the year before that they spent $14,000.00 and the year before that was $18,000.00.
Town Manager Ruth Cushman asked that John E. O’Donnell & Associates submit a quote on this.   O’Donnell & Associates submitted a quote of $16,000.00 to review the Industrial properties.  This is equal to what you are paying now.  With O’Donnell doing the work it will eliminate delays completing the work for the tax commitment. 
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to enter into an agreement with John E. O’Donnell & Associates to do the major Industrial Properties valuations.  5-0-0 vote.
Posting Roads

John Johnson has posted the roads, the Ordinance states that he must notify the Selectmen.  Selectmen agreed to post the roads.
Anti-Nepotism Policy

Tabled

AYS Insurance request

Every year we pay a portion of liability insurance.  Last year we paid $4320.00.  This year they are asking for $3024.00, this is down 30% due to the decrease in the number of children participating in the program.

M/M/S Tom Goding/Amy Gould to take $3024.00 out of the Tower fund account to pay a portion of the AYS insurance.  5-0-0 vote.
Discussion on Heating Gas for Town Office

We’ve been getting our heating gas from Group Adams; last year we paid an average of $2.305 a gallon.  This year he will cap at $2.529 based on a fixed mark up on a deliver to Turner.  If it goes lower we will get it for a lower cost, we will not pay more then 2.529.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman stated that she called a few other companies and they were three to four cents higher.  Ruth also stated that if we switch companies we would have to change our gas tanks.  We also had an issue here last year with some fumes and Adams was here to take care of that.  Selectmen would also like to stay with local companies.
M/M/S Tom Goding/Amy Gould to extend one more year with Group Adams Propane.  5-0-0 vote.
Accept resignation of Mike Houlihan from Comprehensive Plan Committee

M/M/S Tom Goding/Amy Gould to accept Mike Houlihan’s resignation from the Comprehensive Plan Committee with regrets.  5-0-0 vote.
Other Business

Interim Fire Chief Randall Berry recommends the following appointments to fill current officer positions:
                                   Assistant Chief, Station 1:  Interim Richard Duguay

                                   Assistant Chief, Station 2:  Interim Tim Toothaker

                                   Training Coordinator:         Interim Scott Shink

                                   Safety Officer:                    Interim Richard Cook

                                   EMA Director:                    Interim Noel Brown

                                   Captain, Station 1:              Interim Mike Booker

M/M/S Amy Gould/Tom Goding to go with Interim Randall Berry’s recommendations.  5-0-0 vote.

Executive Session:
M/M/S Vice Chairman Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1Chapter 13 Section 405, Subsection 6 at 7:45 P.M. for the purpose of:
A. Legal Issue
Chairman Steve McCourt closed Executive Session at 9:55 P.M. 
M/M/S Amy Gould/Tom Goding to adjourn the meeting at 9:58 P.M.  No action taken.  5-0-0 vote.                                                     

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Simpson

Deputy Town Clerk

