
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

November 29, 2010

      ________________________________________________________________________
************************************************************************
Attending:  Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Tim DeMillo, Tom Goding, Amy Gould and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Guests:     Donna Perry (Sun Journal), Shiloh Ring (Code Officer), Mary & Richard Binette, Suzanne Czarnecki, Russell & Sara Bernard, Ellen Levesque, Pearl Cook, Toby Kachnovich, John Taglienti, Julie Taylor, Tammy Deering and Jessica Bessey. 

      ________________________________________________________________________

************************************************************************
Pledge of Allegiance: 6:00 P.M.

Minutes:  M/M/S Tim DeMillo/Tom Goding to accept the Selectmen’s Minutes from the November 22, 2010 meeting.  4-0-0 vote (Amy Gould arrived after vote.)
Old Business: None
Sign Bond Council Documents for School Bond: M/M/S
Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to sign the resolution for a $770,000 bond to be used for repair to the high school roof. Ruth explained that this item has already been approved by the voters but the Selectmen needed to sign the resolution so that it could go to the Bond Bank. Pearl Cook questioned whether the repairs were contingent on the school consolidation. Ruth stated that they were not. 5-0-0 vote.
Stone/Oak Street Property Status: Steve McCourt explained that there are a couple of properties that are being sold and in the process of selling it has been determined that there are structures belong to these properties that are located on Town land. This issue needs to be cleaned up prior to the sale.
Stone Street – Russell & Sara Bernard own the property located on Stone Street next to the entrance to the baseball field that has a shed that is currently located on Town property. Based on Kachnovich’s assessment, they would need an additional 16 feet of land to get the shed on their property. The Bernard’s are not interested in purchasing the property from the Town but the buyer that will be purchasing their property may be interested. The Bernard’s asked the Board to allow the new owner time to resolve this issue. M/M/S Amy Gould/Tom Goding to have Ruth compose a letter to the Bernard’s stating that the new owners would be given until June 1, 2011 to either move the shed off the Town land or purchase the additional property from the Town. 5-0-0 vote.
Oak Street – John & Rose Taglienti own the first property on Oak Street that was identified as having an infringement on Town land. Steve McCourt stated that the infringement is actually a CMP pole with guide wires attached. The Selectmen do not have an issue with the pole being on Town land. The Taglientis are not interested in purchasing additional land from the Town. 
The next property is owned by Byron Ramsdell and he has a shed that is located on the Town land. Mrs. Binette stated that they had spoken to Byron and that he was going to move the shed. He did not want to purchase any land from the Town. The Selectmen asked Ruth to write a letter to Mr. Ramsdell as well giving him until June 1st to either remove the shed or purchase the land. 
The third affected property is owned by Mary & Richard Binette and there is a shed that is located on the Town land. This is one of the properties that needs this issue resolved to complete their sale. Toby Kachnovich recommended setting the new line 1 to 2 feet off the eve of the shed to allow space for maintenance. The Binettes agreed and would like to purchase a strip of land 10” x 150”. Ruth estimated that the purchase price for the land would be $750 plus their portion of the cost for a Town meeting. 
The last affected property is owned by Suzanne Czarnecki and there is a pool fence that is located on Town land. Ms. Czarnecki is also interested in purchasing a 10” strip from the Town. The estimated cost of the land is $1,000 plus a portion of the Town meeting costs. Ms. Czarnecki requested a letter from Ruth that she can provide to her mortgage insurance.
The property owners agreed to have Kachnovich Surveying complete the work. Toby Kachnovich will put together the cost for the surveying and contact the property owners. The owners will pay him directly for the survey costs. Once the survey work is complete Toby will provide the Town and the property owners with a legal description to be used for the conveyance. The Town will hold a Special Town Meeting on December 20th to see if the voters will authorize sale of the land. Once approved the property owners will pay the Town for the land and the town meeting costs. The owners will then be responsible for legal fees incurred by them to have a deed drawn up and recorded. Should the Town voters not authorize the sale the property owners will be still be responsible for the surveying costs.
(Selectman, Warren Bryant left the meeting.)
Free Store Clothing Cupboard: Steve McCourt stated that there has been some issue with clothing being left in the old selectmen’s meeting room. The Board is concerned that meetings are occasionally held there and that the clothing and tables are in the way. The Town has asked that the items be removed on a couple of occasions. Tammy Deering explained that the rooms that the Clothing Cupboard were given to use are utilized as the store area and that the old meeting room is used for dropping off clothing and sorting through it. They do leave the items out and would like to be able to continue to do so. The Board discussed the possibility of allowing a table to remain in the back corner of the room where the clothing could be boxed up and left when the store is not open. This would allow space at the front of the room for meetings. There was agreement on this. Ruth also advised them that the area in the lobby where the clothing store is set up needs to maintain a 42” clear path for access through the area when the store is not open.

The Board commended the Clothing Cupboard on their efforts and expressed their thanks for the benefit that it is providing the community. The Clothing Cupboard is open on Saturdays from 10 to 12 and may have additional hours in the future. 

There was also discussion regarding the entrance to the area. Ruth had advised the Clothing Cupboard that they would not be able to use the ramp door entrance once there was any ice or snow. This is an insurance issue due to the snow/ice falling from the roof that can cause severe damage. Ruth stated that the alternative entrance is through the school area and that the use of that entrance should be addressed with the school. 
Other Business: None
M/M/S Amy Gould/Tim Demillo to adjourn at 6:52 4-0-0 vote.
Respectfully Submitted By

Shiloh Ring
Code Officer                      

