
Special Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

February 8, 2010

________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************

Attending: Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Tom Goding and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Also Attending:  Judy Diaz, William Harlow, Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Justin Merrill, George Doiron, Tim DeMillo, Mary Howes, Pearl Cook, Delance White, Al Landry, Dr. Wall, Tammy Dwinal-Shufelt, Danny Dipompo, Sylvia Ridley, Tom Fortier.
________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************
Pledge of Allegiance:  6:30 P.M.

Transfer of $216, 000 to the School

Chairman Steve McCourt recommends that there be no motion.  McCourt stated that the Town voted back in April to transfer $216,000 to the School’s General Fund to be used for a State penalty for not consolidating. The State delayed the penalty for a year, so the money is still in the School’s General Fund.  
Robert Wall (Superintendent) wants to use this money to offset the State Education Subsidy. McCourt stated that he wanted the people to vote on weather the $216,000 should be given back to the schools. Selectmen received a legal review from Brann & Isaacson (School’s Attorneys). In order to have the Town vote on this it would have had to be done within 15 days of the voting period last year.  The Warrant Article was not specific on the language; therefore the School Committee can do what they want with this money.  Chairman Steve McCourt stated that everyone knows the intent for this money was to pay the state penalty, and does not feel that the Town will vote to pay another penalty in the future.
Robert Wall stated that officials feel that with this money ($216,000) they will be able to make it through this year.  
Tammy Dwinal-Shufelt stated that they made an effort when they put the school budget together but were expecting to receive State subsidy. She also stated that they have already made some cuts in Administration Department including going from two administrators to one at the High School.  She also stated that the Town needs to make some cuts.  Selectmen Tom Goding responded with I agree one hundred and ten percent, you have to step up and make the cuts, and this includes the Town.
Respectfully submitted,

Lori Simpson

Deputy Town Clerk


