
MINUTES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

 SEPTEMBER 14, 2009

___________________________________________________________________________________
***********************************************************************************************************
Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chair Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Tom Goding, Steve Barker and Town Manager Ruth Marden.

Guests: Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Bob Sanders (Transfer Station), Al Landry, Pearl Cook, Hyla Friedman, David Robie (Vice President of NorthStar Operations @ Franklin Memorial Hospital), Shiloh Ring (Code Enforcement), Tim DeMillo, Justin Merrill, Richard Rush Jr., Cindy Bennett. Michael Schaedler, Debbie Hoke (Livermore Falls Advertiser).

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting began at 6:30 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes 
M/M/S-Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to accept the August 31, 2009 minutes as amended by Steve Barker to add Tom Goding to the list of attendees. 5-0-0 vote
Public Hearing on Planning Board Reappointments: Mike Hobbs & James Kachnovich 
Chairman Steve McCourt opened the Public Hearing at 6:35 P.M. He stated that there had been some discussion about James Kachnovich not being a resident but pointed out that he does own land in Jay. McCourt also stated that Kachnovich brings a lot of knowledge to the Board. Amy Pineau stated that his serving on the Board was also not against any Ordinance. Cindy Bennett asked if the members who were being reappointed were interested in serving and questioned whether they were active participants on the Planning Board. Shiloh Ring stated that they were both interested and were very active members. McCourt closed the Public Hearing at 6:45P.M. M/M/S-Steve Barker/Amy Gould to reappoint Mike Hobbs & James Kachnovich to the Planning Board for 5 year term. 5-0-0 vote
Old Business

Town Manager Ruth Marden informed the Selectmen that the Town’s Modification (“MOD”) rate for Workman’s Compensation has dropped from 1.0 to .87. which will result in a substantial savings for the Town, approximately $6,500. She stated that we are getting a 13% credit on our Workman’s Comp. bill for this year. Ruth commended the hard work of the Town employees, the Town’s safety record and the work of the Safety Committee. Cindy Bennett asked if the Worker’s Comp. rate was a yearly rate or if it was locked in for several years. Ruth stated that we receive a new rate each year.

Pearl Cook questioned if there was any new information on Parker Pond. Ruth stated that she would be putting the issue on the agenda in October, but at this time had no new information.
David Robie, Franklin Health Network was present to discuss the development of a website that will outline all of the health services offered specifically in this area. Robie stated that he is working with the Chamber to develop a very simple website that will include the names, addresses, websites, Google maps, etc. of the various family practices, labs, chiropractic offices, alternative health care, etc. Phil Poirier will develop the website for approximately $750. Robie is requesting $200 from the Chamber, Jay, Livermore Falls and Livermore to cover the cost of developing the website. Robie stated that this is a one time fee. He has already received commitment for $200 from the Chamber and will be meeting with Livermore and Livermore Falls in October. The Chamber will own the site and will pay an annual service fee for the site, approximately $75. Robie will update the site, or work with the Chamber to keep it updated. Tom Goding questioned whether funds could be raised by charging a fee to those listed on the site. Robie stated that they plan to offer the listing at no charge to the health services because they want a comprehensive list and that the smaller services may not be able to afford additional fees. Robie stated that the list will not be to market businesses but will be to assist the citizens in finding appropriate health care. Cindy Bennett stressed that the website and access to it should be very simple and straight forward. McCourt suggested that the Board approve the funding contingent on approval by the other towns being asked. Hyla Friedman suggested approval without the contingency and recommended that Jay take the lead and make a commitment to this worthy cause. M/M/S-Warren Bryant/Steve Barker to donate $200.00 out of the Selectmen’s contingency fund. 4-1-0 vote Tom Goding opposed.
Franklin County Survey

The Board was asked to complete a survey for Franklin County stating whether they wanted to continue funding all or none of the donations at the County level. Steve McCourt read a letter from the Town of Rangeley stating that they would not give their opinion. They felt that the County would be able to place blame on the towns if they voted to have the donations funded at the town level and then if the towns voted not to fund them. The Board discussed the fact that Jay pays approximately 22% of the $287,000 donations that the County funds. This money could be utilized at the Town level to fund the donations that provide services to the Town. Last year the Board voted to recommend that the donations be funded at the town level but other towns voted to keep it at the County level and therefore it wasn’t passed. M/M/S Steve Barker/Amy Gould to discontinue funding all donations at the County level. 5-0-0 vote

Town of Jay Cemetery Policy
The Board reviewed the revised draft policy including fee changes, updated burial schedules, etc. Warren Bryant provided several grammatical corrections to the draft. Ruth Marden will clean up the draft and place it on the agenda for the next meeting.
Resignation of Fire Chief

Steve McCourt read the resignation letter of Fire Chief Scott Shink. McCourt stated that the Deputy Chief, Jim Shink will be taking over as chief. In accordance with the by-laws, applications for the positions of Chief & Deputy Chief are posted every 2 years. Ruth Marden then brings these names to the Board. Once appointed the Chief and Deputy Chief appoint the officers. The appointments will be made in February of 2010. M/M/S-Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to accept Chief Shinks resignation with regret. 4-1-0 vote Steve Barker opposed.
Complaint on 38 Main Street

Hyla Friedman was present to discuss her concern with the garbage situation at 38 Main Street. She stated that the trash should not be allowed to be kept out by the side of the road. She has photos of the property when the trash has been scattered around the area and she stated that the Town recycling crew has gone in and cleaned up the litter in the past. She suggested that they keep the trash in containers behind the building. Bob Sanders stated that there is nothing in the Recycling Ordinance that requires citizens to keep their trash in containers or behind their house. The Town does offer dumpsters to apartment buildings, but the location and grade of this driveway makes it difficult to get to a dumpster during the winter. Ruth Marden stated that she and Sanders will contact Global Management to discuss possible storage options.
Other Business

Ruth Marden questioned whether there would be a quorum of the Board for the next meeting on Sept. 28th. Warren Bryant and Steve McCourt will not be available. Amy Pineau suggested that, if there are items that need to be addressed, they have the meeting with the remaining three members. If not, they could cancel the meeting. Marden will determine the need for a meeting as the agenda is developed. Marden also questioned what the Board wanted to do about the meeting scheduled for October 12th (Columbus Day). The Board decided to keep the meeting on the 12th as scheduled.

Tim DeMillo questioned whether any road side mowing was being done this year. Steve McCourt stated that the Highway Department is waiting for the tractor to be repaired and that the crew has been very busy this summer. Marden will talk with John about roadside mowing.
Cindy Bennett questioned who owned the street poles. She is concerned about a pole located behind her house. Marden stated that, if she gets her the pole number, she will contact CMP.

Michael Schaedler questioned whether there had been any bids on the old town office. Marden stated that there had been some interest, but no offers. Schaedler questioned whether the price had been reduced. It has not, but the Town has stressed that offers were welcome.
Michael Schaedler also questioned whether there was any mechanism for the Town to revisit the budget during the operating year should revenue or other circumstances change. Marden stated that it would require a special town meeting.

Executive Session
M/M/S-Warren Bryant/Steve Barker to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 Subsection 6 for the purpose of Pending legal issues at 7:55 P.M. 5-0-0 vote
The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:15 P.M. No action was taken.
M/M/S-Amy Gould/Tom Goding to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 P.M. 5-0-0 vote
Respectfully Submitted

Lori Simpson

Deputy Town Clerk


