 MINUTES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MONDAY MARCH 30th, 2009
______________________________________________________________________   ______ 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ***************************** 
Present:         Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Steve Barker, Tom Goding, Town Manager Ruth Marden. 

Guests:           Cassie Couture, Jeff Prebble (Wright & Pierce), Frank Farrington, George Merrill, Justin Merrill, Ellen Levsque, Tim DeMillo, Pearl Cook, (Sunjournal), Bill Calden, Darcy Comstock, Harry Dewiring,( Livermore Falls advertising), John Johnson (Highway Foreman), Mark Holt ( Waste Water Treatment),Paul Gilbert, Larry White (Chief of Police), Deric Digiuseppe Carl Badeau, Norwood Farrington, Tom Fortier, Joyce Drake.
______________________________________________________________________________    

******************************************************************************
Pledge of Allegiance:  6:30 P.M.

Minutes

The Selectmen approve the March 16th minutes M/m/s-Amy Gould/Tom Goding-5-0 vote.
Public Hearing General Assistance Ordinance Amendments
Chairman Steve McCourt opens the Public Hearing on general assistance ordinance amendments. 6:35 P.M.
Ruth explained that the state has made some changes on the food guidelines in the General Assistance.  We have to amend the ordinance so that we get our reimbursement.
Chairman Steve McCourt closes the Public Hearing at 6:40 P.M.

M/m/s Amy Gould/Tom Goding to approve the amendments on the general assistance ordinance recommended by the State. 5-0 vote.
Old Business
Ellen Levesque asked what the procedure is when selectmen go into executive session. Ellen told the selectmen that at the Public Hearing on March 16th the Towns people were told they did not have the money to pay the penalty for the no school consolidation. The next day it was in the paper that we were paying the penalty.  Chairman Steve McCourt responded the auditors informed them that day that they could use this money and still be able to run the Town. Steve said maybe they should have brought this back to the next meeting.  Ruth said that the solution is that after an Executive Session there  may be action taken.  Ruth said under the law they can only go into executive session for personnel and legal action.
AVCOG Ballot
M/m/s Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to approve the AVCOG ballot as presented. 5-0 vote.
Wright Pierce/Contract for services
Jeff Prebble a Representative from Wright Pierce came in to answer some questions that the selectmen had about the Contract for services on the engineering and design phase for the Route 4 project. The selectmen were presented with a draft contract.  Town Manager (Ruth Marden) sat in on a meeting with DOT; although this project will not be done this year DOT is going to complete the engineering phase of it as well as the Livermore Falls Sewer Department and the Livermore Falls Water District.  That way if more money is added to the budget or stimulus money becomes available they will be ready to go and we should be ready too.

M/m/s Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to go into ($24,100 contract) with Wright Pierce to do the Engineer and Design phase of the Rt. 4 project and allow Ruth to sign the contract. 5-0 vote.
Road Committee Recommendations:

The Road Committee opened up the Paving bids on March 19th.  The Selectmen were given 3 proposals.  The  Bidders were Bruce A. Manzer, Pinetree Paving and Pike Industries Inc., with Bruce A. Manzer being the low bidder.  

M/m/s Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to accept Bruce A. Manzer to do the paving for the season as presented. 5-0 vote.  
The work program for the 2009-10 projects will be discussed at the next selectmen’s meeting with recommendations from the Road Committee.  John Johnson stated that they still need members on the Road committee.

Sewer Abatements:

Town Manager Ruth Marden suggested to the selectmen that we set a deadline for sewer abatements like we have under the State law for taxes and that would be 185 days from commitment. Mark Holt said Town Clerk (Ronda Palmer) suggested that the deadline for Sewer Abatements be set for March 1st.  
M/m/s Steve Barker/Tom Goding to set the policy for the deadline for Sewer Abatement applications is March 1st of each year.  5-0 vote.  
There was also discussion on the notification of the public and Ruth was asked to see if a notice could some how be attached to or written on the Sewer Bills when they go out.  Ruth will talk to Ronda.
Bill Calden/Parker Pond Road
Bill Calden came in and wanted to know if the Town is serious about access to Parker Pond.  Chairman Steve McCourt said yes they were and asked Bill what his asking price was. Bill Calden said that he was not sure what the price would be.  They were offered access for $100,000 back in May of 2008 but when it was presented to the selectmen they thought it was too much.  Norwood Farrington, another owner said he has no problem with people going down Parker Pond road.  Selectmen agree with Bill that we should resolve this and see if they can come up with a solution to access to the Pond.  There will be a meeting on April 15th at 4 PM here at the town office with interested parties.  Tom Goding and Steve McCourt will attend as Selectmen and a notice will be sent out to the other interested parties that own property in that area.  This will also include the Livermore Falls Water District.
108 Main St. /foreclosed property
Ruth Marden (Town Manger) said that Ronda Palmer (Town Clerk) has worked hard on this issue and they have not taken us seriously, therefore the property has been foreclosed.  They owe $5,486.54 in back taxes and sewer. 
M/m/s Steve Barker/Amy Gould to put 108 Main Street out for bid at a minimal of $5,900.00 (including outstanding taxes and sewer and advertising fees.  4-0-1 Vice Chairman Warren Bryant abstained.
Comprehensive Plan Update

John Johnson explained that this should be updated; the last one that was done was in 1996. Tom  Fortier asked why we don’t do the work.  Ruth said that there is so much legal wording involved in rewriting the plan that having AVCOG present it to the State will give the Town a better chance of having it accepted.  If the update is not accepted by the State, we may not be eligible for grant funding in the future.  There are several pots of money including FEMA funds and a planning grant that we would not be eligible for now or in the near future if we do not update it.
 John has professional service line and we have legal service monies to use so that it would not impact the taxpayers.
M/m/Amy Gould/Tom Goding to approve the funding for the Comprehensive Plan Update and to take money out of the Highway professional services line, other departments that can contribute, and the Town’s legal services account for $25,000 and to have AVCOG be the contractor for updating the plan. 5-0 vote.
Town Manager Contract:

Town Manager presented selectmen with a new contract; she opted not to take her 3 % raise.  She also opted out of her clothing allowance. This will replace the last year of the existing contract and will give a new three year contract.  The Selectmen were asked if this was sudden and Steve McCourt stated that it was not sudden and that the selectmen have had adequate time to review it.  
M/m/s Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to accept the new contract between Town Manager and Town of Jay.5-0 vote. 

Other Business:

Pearl asked about the conditions of employees.  Ruth said she can’t talk about their conditions, and she explained that Bob will be working, and that temporary help will be hired at the Transfer Station.

John stated that Mike Williams, a highway employee, has said that he would accept a position on the Road Committee.  M/m/s Amy, Tom to appoint Mike Williams to the road committee.  5-0 vote.
 Executive Session
M/m/s Vice Chairman Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405, Subsection 8:40 P.M. for the purpose of discussing Personnel Issues & Negotiations. Chairman Steve McCourt declared the executive session over at 9:10 PM.
M/m/s Tom Goding, Amy Gould to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 P.M. 5-0-0  
Respectfully submitted,

Lori Simpson

Deputy Town Clerk

