
SELECTMEN’S MEETING MINUTES

March 16, 2009-after Public Hearing on Town Meeting Budget Warrant

Present:  Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Steve Barker, Tom Goding and Ruth Marden, Town Manager

Also Present:  Mark Holt, Sewer Superintendent, Michael Schaedler, Barbara Cook, Sue Weston, Delance White, Ellen Levesque, Tom Saviello, Tim DeMillo, Mary Howes, Francis Chicoine, Ben Hansten( Bulldog Advertiser Paper), Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Michael Gentile (Town Lawyer), Livermore Falls Advertiser, George Merrill, Scott Shink (Fire Chief), James Butler(Deputy CEO), Larry White (Chief of Police), Brad Loon, Rick Duguay, Larry Wright, Hyla Freidman, Dr. Wall, Richard Rush, Cindy Bennett, Sylvia Ridley, Pam Newton, Tom & Kellee Fortier, Patty Heard.

Minutes

 M/m/s Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to approve the March 2nd minutes- 5-0 vote.

Old Business: 

No discussion

Community Building

Barbara Cook was there to discuss the booking and use of the Community Building.  She has concerns about the school having control over the booking of it.  Sue Weston said that anyone can use the Community Center Building however, in the past there have been safety issues with fallen snow and ice because of this they use the back door which requires a swipe card for security reasons.  Sue told the Selectmen and the town’s people if they want to use the building they need to contact her to set up an appointment and she will get them a card to get into the building.   

There were also questions brought up about snow being in front of doors that have exit signs.  James Butler responded if there are exit signs it needs to be shoveled out at all times for fire safety.

Route 4 Project 

This project has been postponed for now.  The appropriation that was being requested from the town for sewer debt has been removed from the warrant.  If this should be approved for this coming year we will need to have a special town meeting.  Mark would like to go ahead with the design phase as both the state and Livermore Falls are doing theirs in preparation for the project being approved. 

Mark Holt stated that if we don’t have the design ready we may not get the second round stimulus money. 

M/m/s-Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to give Mark  permission to  take $24,100.00 out of The Sewer Capital reserve account to fund Wright- Pierce engineer for the design phase of the project. They also authorize the Town Manger Ruth Marden to sign the contract.

M/m/s Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to with draw the previous motion.

M/m/s-Steve Barker/Tom Goding to table this until the next selectmen’s meeting, unless something urgent comes up.

Mark will see if a representative can come in from Wright-Pierce to talk with the selectmen.5-0 vote.

Sewer Abatements  

After discussion m/m/s-Amy Gould/Tom Goding to grant $2,135.00 for sewer abatements as presented.

Boston Post Cane: 

Ruth stated that to the best of her knowledge Nellie Anderson was the oldest resident of Jay.  She is now living at Pine Wood Terrace.  If the selectmen approve the cane could be presented to her.

M/m/s-Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to present Nellie Anderson with the Boston Post Cane.

Mike Schaedler/ request for warrant 

Mike said that he would like to see the whole town absorb the fine for the school penalty for rejecting the consolidation with Livermore & Livermore Falls. Ruth explains that the school is not going to pay the fine for the penalty that this will be withheld from the State subsidy for education.  Ruth also explains that his proposed warrant article could not be on the warrant for voting this year as the warrant is already done and posted, and no changes can be made.  Selectmen thanked Michael for his presentation.

Resolution on Buy American

Selectmen were presented with a resolution to buy American, purchasing products and services that are made or performed in the USA whenever and wherever possible.  The selectmen decided not to sign as they may not always have a choice.

Request for extension for filing declaration:  

This is a common issue every year as the industries do not have time after April 1st to get them done.  M/m/s Amy Gould/Tom Goding to grant 30 day extension-5-0 vote.

Other business:

No Discussion

Executive Session:  

M/m/s Warren Bryant 8: 15 P.M. to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 subsection 6 for the purpose of  legal issues.

Chairman Steve McCourt declared out of Executive Session at 9:00.

There was discussion about the school budget and the issues facing the school.  Ruth explained that she had been discussing this with the Auditor and she proposed that the Selectmen offer money from Undesignated Revenue in order to lessen the impact of the decrease in revenue because of the increase in valuation and the penalty.  There was extensive discussion about the impacts.  Even though there was discussion about this during the open meeting, the Selectmen had not had a chance to discuss it as a group and the legal implications of taking the money out of the account.

M/m/s Steve Barker, Amy Pineau Gould to have the School Board includes $216,000 from the Undesignated Revenue Account to lower the School Commitment.  3-2 vote.

M/m/s Tom Goding, Amy Gould to enter Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing Union Negotiations.  5-0 vote.

Chairman Steve McCourt declared the Executive Session over.  There was a consensus that they would accept the Union Contract with the 3 Teamster Units and would agree to sign the contract when it was prepared.  

M/m/s Steve Barker/Warren Bryant to adjourn at 9:25 PM.  5-0 vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lori Simpson

Deputy Town Clerk


