SELECTMEN’S MEETING MINUTES

February 26, 2008

Present:  William Harlow, Chair; Rick Simoneau, Vice Chair; Amy Gould; Warren Bryant and Ruth Marden, Town Manager

Public:  Pearl Cook, Ellen Levesque, Sylvia Ridley, Mark Holt, Mary Howes, Tim DeMillo, Mike Houlihan, John Johnson, Donna Perry, Tom Goding, Charlie Huff, Mavis Fitch, Danny Fitch, Michael Schaedler.

Chairman Bill Harlow opened the meeting at 6:30 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes:  m/m/s Rick, Amy to accept the minutes as presented.  4-0 vote.

Old Business:  John Johnson, Highway Department gave the selectmen an update on the salt and sand situation and also on the budget.  The Selectmen all agreed that the important thing was highway safety and that we should continue to try to get salt.  There is no salt available right now and we have ordered more.

Public Hearing on Sewer Rates:  There were many people making comments on the sewer rates, both opposed to raising them and also those that thought they should be kept lower.  There was discussion about industry and also the use of metered use.  Rick suggested that we do a mirror of the billing so that we can compare the bills.  There was a great deal of discussion about billing the same way that Livermore Falls does.  This was confusing to some.  Rick stated that every year he is on the fence about this issue and this year is no different.  Public Hearing closed at 7:44 P.M.

M/m/s Rick, Warren to increase the sewer fee to $250 per unit from $210.  4-0 vote.

Animal Shelter Contract:  Ruth reported that every one who contracts with the shelter pays $1.55 per capita.  M/m/s Warren, Amy to sign.  4-0 vote.

Foreclosed Property:  Ruth reported that there was no right of way that we know of.  This is to be put out to bid and notify the abutters by mail.

Ordinance Committee:  We should check with those on the committee to see if they want to stay on.  After this is done, we should advertise any vacancies up to 5 positions.

Wausau Extension:  m/m/s Amy, Warren to give them a 30 day extension on the 801 filing.  4-0 vote.

Other Business:


Interest Rate on taxes and Sewer:  We have received notification that the state will allow interest to be up to 11% on unpaid taxes.  The Selectmen last year proposed a rate of 8%.  M/m/s Rick, Amy to propose an interest rate of 8% for the town report article.  4-0 vote.

Adjourn:  m/m/s Warren, Amy to adjourn at 8 P.M.  4-0 vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ruth Marden

Town Manager

