MINUTES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, JAN. 15, 2008

______________________________________________________________________   ______ 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ***************************** 
Present:
Chairman Bill Harlow, Vice Chairman Rick Simoneau, Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Steve McCourt and Town Manager Ruth Marden

Guests:          Donna Perry (Sun Journal), Dale Robinson (Timber Resources), Shiloh Ring (Code Enforcement Officer), Al Landry,  Pearl Cook,  Ellen Levesque, Carroll Ladd, Todd Ladd, Al Landry, Timothy Demillo, Mary Howes, Ellen Levesque, Pearl Cook, George Merrill, Tom Goding, Ronald Ridley, Frank Greenwood

______________________________________________________________________________    

******************************************************************************
Pledge of Allegiance:  6:30 P.M.

Minutes

Minutes of the Dec. 18th meeting accepted. M/M/S Rick Simoneau/Steve McCourt  5-0-0

Old Business-

Ruth stated that Joe Cormier, Project Manager of the Town Office renovations stated that the contractors will be putting in windows, insulation and drywall of the outside walls.  They believe the new Town Office will be completed in June.

Ruth and Larry White are to go thru furniture and equipment in the basement to see what can be sold.

There was questions about warrant article at the special Town meeting on Allen St.  Ruth will ask John Johnson to attend the next meeting to explain the status of Allen Street.  

Waste Management Contract

Yearly contract renewals which affect tipping fees.  The Selectmen gave permission for Ruth to sign on behalf of the Town.  M/M/S Warren Bryant/ Amy Gould  5-0-0

Appointment of Budget Committee Members

The Selectmen agreed to appoint Barbara Cook, Pamela Newton, Henry Bryant, and Steve Barker to the Budget Committee for 2-year terms.  M/M/S Steve McCourt/ Amy Gould 5-0-0

There are still 2 alternate positions vacant.

Building Inspectors Job Description

Ruth presented the Selectmen with a job description and budget for a Building Inspector.  If this position is created it would need the backing of the Board to enforce laws.  The Selectmen would also need to decide what optional State laws (Life Safety Codes etc.) they would like to enforce.  State law states that a Town with a population of more than 2000 must have a building inspector to inspect each new building during construction to ensure that all proper safeguards against the catching or spreading of fire.  The Selectmen must also decide if this position is actively looking for violations or acting on complaints only.  

The Selectmen would like to table this until the next meeting to get feedback from townspeople.  They also questioned how a Building Inspector would be notified to inspect a property.  Ruth will check into how other towns get notification.    

Dale Robinson-Timber Resources

The Management Plans are completed on the Transfer Station lot and the Gravel Pit lot. The lot behind the High School will be complete in 2 weeks.  Dale stated that Ronald Ridley will harvest the Transfer Station area and try to complete this lot by end of this winter.  

Warren would like it the work spread out between a few area loggers.  Dale explained that they do not want multiple contractors on one lot, but will consider using other loggers for other lots depending on what need to be done.

Steve questioned what the Town is going to see for stumpage.  It was stipulated that pricing be done at time of harvest.  Stumpage prices should be available at the next Selectmen’s meeting.

New Policy on hiring, etc.

Ruth presented the Board with a new hiring policy.  Ruth has sent it to MMA legal and they are satisfied with it.  No changes were made by the Selectmen.  Ruth will fix any typos and present at the next meeting for acceptance.

Traffic Ordinance

Rick Simoneau has mentioned in the past the possibility of prohibiting fully loaded log trucks from traveling the Hyde Road, Macomber Hill Road, and Woodman Hill Road.  He believes many trucks are trying to avoid the DOT weigh station on Rt. 4.  Ruth will contact DOT and see if the weigh station can be moved further north so these routes may not be traveled as much.  There were loggers present who stated many time these routes are used for convenience and less miles traveled.

Update on Personal Property Accounts

Ruth presented the Board with updated personal property account information.  The only delinquent account is Garden Island.  The owner has been contacted and has been making payments.

Appointment of Jay Development committee Members

The Selectmen agreed to appoint Jean Gilbert and Paul Gilbert as Alternate members to the Jay Development Committee.  M/M/S Warren Bryant/Amy Gould 5-0-0

Other Business-

Bill Harlow stated that the following Boards have vacancies – 2 alternates on the Planning Board, 1 regular member and 3 alternates on the Board of Appeals, and 2 alternates on the Budget Committee.  

A resident asked when the Town’s Union Contracts are up.  They will begin negotiating with the Unions soon.  Contract expire June 30th.  

A resident questioned if sewer rates are they going to be based on water usage this year.  At this time no meeting has been set to discuss this possibility.

A resident questioned if the Mechanics at the garage are plowing roads and if they are Diesel qualified?  The mechanics do plow, but not if truck repairs are needed and believe they are Diesel qualified.

The Selectmen agreed to appoint Scott Shink as Fire Chief and Jim Shink as Deputy Chief. M/M/S Rick Simoneau/Steve McCourt 5-0-0

Mary Howes handed out the 2007 report for the North Jay White Granite Park.  500 guests have visited the Park in 2007.

Executive Session

M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing a Poverty Abatement, Personnel issue and Legal Issue at 7:45 P.M.  Motion carried

The meeting returned to open session at 8:33 P.M. and adjourned at 8:35 P.M. M/M/S- Steve McCourt/Rick Simoneau 5-0-0

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 29th at 6:30 P.M. at the Jay Niles Library.  
Respectfully submitted,

Ronda Palmer

Town Clerk
