MINUTES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

APRIL 23, 2007

______________________________________________________________________     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Present:  Chairman Bill Harlow, Vice Chair Richard Simoneau, Steve McCourt, Amy Gould, and Town Manager Ruth Marden

Guests: Larry White, Police Chief;  Mark Holt, Sewer Treatment Plant Operator;  Scott Shink, Fire Chief;  John Johnson, Highway Foreman, Larry Wright, Buildings and Grounds; Bob Wall, Supt. Of Schools;  Stacie Everett, Business Manager, Joel Pike, School Board Member, Tom Fortier, Ellen Levesque, Timothy DeMillo,  Mary Howes, Tom Goding, Janice Farrington, Richard and Cindy Rush, Hyla Friedman, Pearl Cook, Michael Schaedler;  Daniel Fayen, Advertiser;  Donna Perry, Sun Journal;  Jeff Fournier, Dennis Pike, County Sherrif, Roseann Richmond

______________________________________________________________________    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Public Hearing on the all Warrant Articles was held prior to the Selectmen’s meeting.  The meeting opened at 6:00 P.M. 

The Town Attorney does not feel recommendations should be included in the School Department Ballot.

The Public Hearing adjourned at 6:35 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance:  6:35 P.M.

Minutes 
Minutes of the March 26th meeting accepted.  M/M/S Steve McCourt, Amy Gould 4-0-0 

Old Business

ATV Club – Last year the Selectmen gave approval to cross the bridge in Jay, there are still no signs.  Ruth will check with the ATV club to see why they never proceeded with project.

Lighting at Jay Baptist Church – The new lights were installed and Ruth has had no complaints.

Recreation program – Ruth will speak to Amanda about hiring counselors contingent on budget approval at the June Town Meeting.

Status on Maintenance agreement for the playground and tennis courts – was presented at last meeting.  The tennis court and playground will be turned over to the School.  Some concern about turning them over to the school in the event of consolidation.

Public Hearing-Special Entertainment Permit for VFW

The Public Hearing on a Special Entertainment Permit was opened for the VFW.  No one was present to speak on behalf or against the permit.

The Public Hearing was closed.

The Selectmen agreed to approve the Special Entertainment Permit for the VFW. M/M/S Amy Gould Steve McCourt, 4-0-0 

Tax Acquired Property Bid Opening

Maine Department of Conservatoin  - $501.00

Jennifer Smith - $400.00
Jospeh Weston Jr. –  $395.99

John Anderson – 1,273.00

Chirsty & Jeffrey McGlynn - $552.00

The Selectmen agreed to accept the high bid in the amount of $1,273.00 from John Anderson contingent on payment within 7 days or go to next bidder.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Amy Gould 4-0-0

Ronda Palmer, also notified the Selectmen that the other tax acquired property on the East Jay Road may also be put out to bid.  The money was received to pay all taxes in full, but the check was returned for insufficient funds.  A letter was mailed giving the property owner until April 27th to clear the matter up.

Fire Department Request for use of Reserve Funds

The Selectmen agreed to allow the Fire Chief to spend $2,400.00 to have Hilltop Body shop do repairs on Engine 2.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 4-0-0

The Fire Chief stated that if provide maintenance to the vehicle it could last for another 10 to 15 years.  Better money on resale also.  

AVCOG Ballot 

Bill Harlow read the AVCOG ballot – The Selectmen needed to decide whether to go with the ballot as presented or to write in members.  The Selectmen decided to accept the ballot as submitted.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 4-0-0

Recreation Committee Appointments

The Selectmen agreed to appoint Rob Taylor and Steve Gettle to the Recreation Committee.  M/M/S Steve McCourt, Amy Gould 4-0-0 

Scholarship Money

The Selectmen agreed to accept scholarship money from Bob Brundage of approximately $7,000.00 to be issued annually for $400.00 each for a Tom Plourde memorial scholarship and a booster scholarship.  M/M/S Amy Gould, Rick Simoneau 4-0-0

The School Committee has already voted to accept the funds.

Sproul Offer

Richard and Charlotte Sproul have offered to sell their property to the Town.  Their land provides access to Parker Pond.  Ruth has asked the Sprouls if they would provide an easement over the property and they do not wish to grant one.  The Town does not feel that there is enough sand or gravel on the property to justify purchasing it.  The Selectmen are reluctant to purchase a property and take it off the tax rolls or to obtain the property to resell.  

It was asked what the status of the road is leading to Parker Pond.  Legal was looking into use for recreational use but this would no doubt lead to a fight in court.
Other Business
Meeting on changing Sewer billing process – has meeting been set up.  Ruth will check with Mark.

The Selectmen’s portion of the meeting adjourned at 7:05 P.M.  M/M/S Amy Gould, Rick Simoneau 4-0-0

The next regularly held meeting will be held on Monday, May 7th at 6:00 P.M. at the Jay Niles Library.

Respectfully Submitted

Ronda Palmer

Town Clerk

