MINUTES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MARCH 26, 2007

______________________________________________________________________     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Present:  Chairman Bill Harlow, Vice Chair Richard Simoneau, Barry McDonald, Steve

               McCourt, Amy Gould, and Town Manager Ruth Marden

Guests:  Mark Holt, Sewer Treatment Plant Operator; Lisa Bryant, Asst. Finance Director;

             Abby Nixon, Livermore Falls Advertiser; Greg Davis, Sun Journal; Larry Wright, 

              Sexton; Tim Demillo, Tom Goding, Ellen Levesque,  Matt True and Warren  Bryant 

______________________________________________________________________    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Pledge of Allegiance:  6:00 P.M.

Minutes 
Minutes of the March 12th meeting accepted.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Amy Gould 4-0-0 Amy Gould abstained

Old Business

Nothing

Sewer Abatements

Attached are Mark Holt’s recommendations for Sewer Abatements for the following:


Charles Despres - $ 97.50


Paul Gilbert
   - $195.00


Terry Trask        - $ 48.75


Matt True
   - $   0.00 Selectmen approve $50.00 and also $50.00 for Michael Cox


Dorothy White   -$190.00

Matt True has 3 trailers off the East Dixfield Road.  One unit has its own septic system the other two have Town sewer.  The sewer system is set up to pump gray water but not solids.  Matt pays to have the solids pumped every 3 to 5 years.  He can have the solids disposed of at the Livermore Falls Treatment plant to saving tipping fees, Matt says his hauler charges same price to pump regardless of where the solids are disposed or.

Matt would like to pay for 1 ½ sewer units for the 2 trailers hooked onto town sewer.

Rick Simoneau made a recommendation to drop Matt True’s sewer bill by one unit.   Mark Holt recommends a $50.00 abatement each year to cover the cost of pumping the system every 3 to 5 years or to allow Mr. True to put in his own septic if he desires.  

The Selectmen agreed to accept the sewer abatements as recommended by Mark Holt with the exception on Matt True for $50.00 and Michael Cox for $50.00 (Mr. Cox, Rt. 140 also pumps only gray water) and to allow Mr. True the option to install a septic system and remove the Town sewer line.  M/M/S Steve McCourt, Rick Simoneau.  3-0-1 Amy Gould abstained.

Discussion on Sewer Rate change process

Mark Holt gave Selectmen information on how other Towns charge sewer fees.  He is recommending that two members of the Board of Selectmen (Bill Harlow and Rick Simoneau volunteered) sit down with Sewer clerk from Livermore Falls, members of the Water Districts, Kent Mitchell, and Ronda Palmer to discuss restructuring the billing system to be based on water usage.  The meeting will be held the first part of April.

MSRS Additional Products

Maine State Retirement System is offering a 457 retirement savings plan, similar to what ICMA already offers the Town.  This plan is being offered by Maine State Retirement and being administered by Vanguard.  This is another plan the Town could offer.  It does not cost the Town any extra money and no maintenance fees are charged to the Town.

The Selectmen agreed to allow employees to participate in MSRS Maine Start Retirement plan.  

M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Amy Gould 4-0-0

Update on Playground Equipment Maintenance

Sue Weston, Maintenance Supervisor for the school has sent down a Playground Safety checklist.

See attached.

Cemetery Trees

Byron Ramsdell, an abutter to Jay Hill Cemetery would like to cut line trees.  Ruth Marden and Larry Wright, Sexton have concerns about taking the trees down.  They are worried about erosion and the trees provide a buffer, most trees are healthy. 

The Selectmen agreed to have Ruth Marden check to see if the Town is liable if the trees fall.  They also agreed to have George Brown, Top of the Line Tree Service, assess the trees and cut any dying trees or limbs but leave the healthy trees. M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 4-0-0

Building Committee membership and direction

Steve McCourt willing to serve on committee.

Building committee would like to know what direction the Selectmen would like them to take.  The Selectmen came up with the following.

1. What direction they want to go with an Architect

2. Once an architect is hired, meet with Ruth, Larry White and the Building Committee 

3. Design a floor plan with input from Larry and Ruth

4. put out to bid

The next meeting of the Building Committee is April 11th.

Other Business

Questions on the purchase of the new municipal building.  It is now in the lawyer’s hands.

Meeting went into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing a personnel issue and a legal issue at 7:00 P.M.  M/M/S Richard Simoneau, Steve McCourt 4-0-0 

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:55 P.M. and adjourned.

The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 9th, 2007 at 6:00 P.M. at the Jay Niles Library.

Respectfully Submitted

Ronda Palmer

Town Clerk

