MINUTES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MARCH 12, 2007

______________________________________________________________________     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Present:  Chairman Bill Harlow, Vice Chair Richard Simoneau, Barry McDonald,  Steve McCourt, and Town Manager Ruth Marden

Guests:   Craig Boone, Bunker & Savage;  Donna Perry, Sun Journal; Larry White, Police Chief; Mark Holt, Sewer Treatment Plant Operator; Robert Sanders, Recycling Coordinator; Larry Wright, Sylvia Ridley, Ellen Levesque, Judy Diaz, Clint Brooks, Mary Redmond-Luce, Hershel Welch Jr., Tom Fortier, Mary Howes, Timothy Demillo, Michael Schaedler, Tom Goding, Rosemary Richmond, Donna Boone, Kermit Greenleaf, Mario Demillo, Doug Burdo, Clint Coolidge, Delance White, Donald LeSuer

______________________________________________________________________    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Pledge of Allegiance:  6:30 P.M.

Minutes 
Minutes of the Feb 26th Meeting accepted.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Barry McDonald 4-0-0

Old Business

Nothing

Building committee input on the Jay Family Rest. Bldg.

A memo was read from Pearl Cook stating that the Building Committee voted to recommend to the Board of Selectmen to withdraw from the purchase of the Jay Family Restaurant although a couple of committee members were present who stated they felt the Town should purchase the building.

Janet Diaz also sent a letter stating she feels that she offered the Town the building at a fair cost. It was well below the assessed value.  She also stated that the building is as it was when the citizens voted to purchase the building.  She does not feel that nine people can overturn a town vote. She is also asking to be reimbursed $20,000.00 that she has spent for the rehab of the building.

The Selectmen asked for comments from the Building committee. 

The Building committee was very upset that they were not given all the facts of what a new building would cost versus what it will cost to renovate the building. 

Mary Howes spoke and stated that she feels the building is worth what is being asked but she does not feel that the building can be refurbished with what the Town now has for funds.  The committee was also told that a new building could be built for $100.00 per square foot.  Bill Harlow states that it is probably closer to $125.00 to $145.00 per square foot.

Sylvia Ridley stated the taxpayers voted to buy that building, people in this country die for the right to vote and we should honor that vote.  It should as least go back to the voters.  

Kermit Greenleaf stated that he felt  blindsided by a handful of people at the Building Committee meeting.  

Many thought this is a great location and we may incur legal fees if the Town backs out of a verbal agreement.

Craig Boone stated that the prospective property line is 83 feet from the Building to the property line on southerly side of property.

Money left in Building reserve account is $726,824.00

Jan. interest approx. 
  $    2,791.46

Money spent to date:    $    1,409.00  Kachnovich Surveying

  $       132.00  plans of original building

  $    3,000.00  Bunker & Savage and R&R

The residents also requested that any meetings with any outside contractors be brought before the Building Committee.  

Many wondered why the building would not be big enough.  It has approximately three times more square footage than is now being used.

Rick asked the Building Committee if they did not go forward with this plan what would their plan be.  Rick said that he wants to do what the voters have authorized and would not feel comfortable if he did not vote for it.

Steve McCourt does not feel a building can be built for $100.00 per square foot and still feel that the Jay Family Restaurant is still a good deal.  He also stated that every problem brought before the committee was in the estimate for repair.  The interest alone is $33,000.00 a year and will be $24,000.00 even after the $270,000.00 is spent.  

Barry McDonald was not if favor of the building but did not feel he could go against the voters.

The Selectmen agreed to purchase the building from Janet Diaz. M/M/S Steve McCourt, Rick Simoneau 4-0-0

Timber Resources Group Information and procedure

tabled

Dog Warrant

The Selectmen signed the Dog warrant.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt. 4-0-0

Any individual named on the Warrant will be charged a $25.00 late fee.  

Update on Jay Business Park

The Morning Business Group has been meeting on developing the area behind the Jay Plaza.  At the last Annual Town Meeting the Town raised $25,000.00 for the development of this land which is in the Pine Tree Zone.  The Town has spent $7,980.12 to date and the project has been stopped.  The area is too wet for a Road to be built to standards.  Ruth stated this property may be able to be developed for Residential use.

Acceptance of Resignation

The Selectmen accepted the resignation of Jean Richard from Building Committee with regret.

Tax Acquired Property

Three properties were originally being brought before the Board of Selectmen as Tax Acquired.  

1. Map 28 Lot 6 owned by Leona Howard on the Old Jay Hill Road is no longer interested the   

     property.

2. Map 7 Lot 151 owned by William Richards has been contacted by phone.  Numerous attempts to contact him by mail have failed.  He has stated that he will pay taxes in full by the next Selectmen’s meeting.  The Selectmen agreed to this extension.

3. A Trailer owned by Kim Willis is no longer on the list.  Taxes were paid in full prior to tonights meeting.

The Selectmen agreed to put May 28 Lot 6 out to bid and to notify the abutters of the process.  The minimum bid will reflect the taxes plus cost.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 4-0-0

Other Business

Kermit Greenleaf nominated Clint Coolidge to Building Committee.  The Selectmen appointed Clint Coolidge to the Building Committee.   M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 4-0-0

State has not released funds for School subsidy therefore the Town Meeting date and Public Hearing has not been set.
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, March 26, 2007 at 6:00 P.M. at the Jay Niles Library.

Respectfully Submitted

Ronda Palmer

Town Clerk

