Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

July 17, 2006

Chairman Bill Harlow called the meeting to order at 6 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance with 4 selectmen present.  Barry McDonald was unable to attend.

Minutes:  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt to accept as written.  4-0 vote.

Old Business

Rick requested information on the status of the airstrip that Mr. Calden was proposing for Jay.  Ruth will check into this.

John Johnson, Highway Foreman asked about a volunteer from the Board of Selectmen to ride the roads and look at future projects and to help come up with a paving plan that could preserve the roads that we have and improve other roads.  

Richard Moreau:  Bill read a legal opinion that we have received from our attorney referencing the use of Town money to give to a property owner.  This is attached.  We are not allowed under State law to do this.  After discussion Mr. Moreau wanted to know what the town was going to do about this problem if they are not going to pay for it.  John Johnson stated that curbing has been denied in several areas of Town but that he will do what the selectmen want him to do.  Bill stated that he in no way feels responsible for any damage to the Moreau property, however he would like to see us help any property owner if it is within our power to do so.  John will meet with Richard and discuss solutions to his problems.  There was also discussion about getting an easement from Richard Brown to fix some drainage.  M/M/S Rick, Amy to stand by the legal opinion and the insurance company decision and not grant Mr. Moreau any compensation.  4-0 vote.

Len Greaney/Veteran’s Memorials:  Mr. Greaney has been documenting the burial places for veterans and developing a database.  He has found that 4 veterans from Jay have been buried in Europe.  He is trying to create a monument for them in Rumford as part of the Androscoggin River Valley.  He asked if we would want to be part of that or do we want one in our own town.  The Selectmen asked that he leave information and they will contact him.

Forestry Plan:  Steve Gettle was unable to attend but the Selectmen discussed the project with Rob Taylor from the Jay School department.  M/M/S Amy, Rick to ask Mr. Gettle to develop a contract that can then be reviewed by the Town Attorney.  4-0 vote. The Board of Selectmen were supportive of the School using the property for educational purposes.

Soil & Water Conservation:  They have asked to use the Town property by the rec field for an Envirothon.  M/M/S Rick, Steve to allow this use.  4-0 vote.

Bob Dalot/Western Maine ATV Club:  The club has asked permission to use the bridge as an official crossing for the ATV’s in the area.  This would make a link with the Canton trail.  M/M/S Rick, Steve to table until clarification was received from the State on the role of the Town where that is a State bridge.  4-0 vote.  This will be on the next agenda.

Playground Donation:  M/M/S Rick, Amy to grant the $5,000 donation for the playground contingent on the insurance company accepting the design and material of the new playground plan and also on the plan of assigning responsibility for the maintenance of the new and old equipment.  4-0 vote.

Bridge Street Parking:  Bill excused himself from this agenda item, as Karen Black is a close relative so Rick, vice chairman conducted this part of the meeting.  Karen Black stated that she felt it was unsafe for her 7-year-old grandson to cross, as he could not see if traffic was coming.  Several residents from the area were there to say that they do not have another place to park the vehicles, as they don’t have driveways that would accommodate enough vehicles.  Under the local ordinance if parking were banned on one side of the street, then they would park on the other side.  Neighbors, Karen Black and the police department supplied pictures.  M/M/S Steve, Amy to not erect any “no parking” signs as they were not thought to be necessary.  3-0-1 (Bill abstained)

Jay Development By-Laws:  There is a problem with the meeting minutes and the agenda, etc for the Jay Development Committee as Ruth has to miss meetings and doesn’t always have time to do these things.  The selectmen discussed this and decided to let Ruth try to find a solution.

MMA Ballot:  Selectmen voted the ballot as presented with the exception of vice-president where they voted for Ruth Marden.  

LPC Ballot:  Selectmen voted the ballot with Scott Cole and Jolene Lovejoy.

Other Business:

Bill stated that the Town of Jay is hosting an educational session on TABOR and that he thought it would be a good opportunity to learn more about it.

Hyla Friedman is concerned about the perpetual care of the monument and she will be bringing a name to use for a person to oversee it.

M/M/S Rick, Steve to go into executive session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13, Section 405 Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing a pending legal issue and 3 poverty abatements.  4-0 vote.  After the session it was announced that 3 poverty abatements would be granted.

Adjourned at 8:41 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ruth Marden, Town Manager

