MINUTES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

June 5, 2006

______________________________________________________________________     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Present:  Chairman Bill Harlow, Vice Chair Richard Simoneau,  Steve McCourt, and Town Manager Ruth Marden

Guests:  Shiloh Ring, Environmental Code Administrator; Mark Holt, Sewer Treatment Planter Superintendent; Scott Shink, Fire Chief; Ben Hanstein, Sun Journal; John Schoen, Alternative Ed; John Johnson, Highway Foreman; Abby Nixon, Livermore Falls Advertiser; Richard Moreau, Thomas Goding, Judy Diaz, Richard & Charlotte Sproul, Steve Gettle, Al Landry, Hyla Friedman, Bob Morgan, Pearl Cook

______________________________________________________________________     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Pledge of Allegiance:  6:00 P.M.

Minutes
Minutes of the May 22nd  meeting were accepted. M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 3-0-0.

Old Business

Bill Harlow stated that IP had announced earlier in the day that an agreement has been reached to sell all four of its mills to an investment group named Apollo.  He also stated that they plan to leave all three turbines at the gas plant.

Recreation Area Forestry Plan

Mr. Schoen was present to discuss use of the Recreation area for the upcoming year.  Ruth Marden stated that the next course of action would be doing some research to get a forestry plan developed.  This item will be placed on the next agenda.  The Jay Recreation Committee and the Jay Development Committee will also be involved in this process.  A proposal from Steve Gettle has been submitted to the Selectmen but they have not had a chance to review it.

The Selectmen gave Mr. Schoen preliminary approval for his proposal of Land Use Management Plan for the Town Property.  This will allow Mr. Schoen to schedule classes for next year pertaining to sign making, proper maintenance of trails and erosion control.  (See Attached)

Bob Morgan/compliance update

Pictures were presented to the Selectmen showing Bob Morgan’s land.  He has done a considerable amount of clean up in the last two weeks.  The Selectmen requested permission to go out and do a site visit on the property, Mr. Morgan had no objection to allowing them on the property.  

The Selectmen agreed to give Robert Morgan a two week extensions to clean up remaining area and to work with Code Enforcement Officers to see what can be left on the property.  A final inspection will be done before the next meeting.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 3-0-0. If the cleanup is not done at that time a letter will be sent to Mr. Morgan from the Town Attorney and it will require payment of the $50.00 fine from May 1st to date.  
Chief Shink/By laws and EMA

Chief Shink presented the Board of Selectmen with three changes to the Bylaws of the Fire Department.  (See Attached)  The Selectmen agreed to accept amendments to the bylaws as presented by Chief Shink.  The changes add an EMA Director and also limit individuals from serving on two departments.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 3-0-0.

Chief Shink also informed the Selectmen that Former Livermore Fire Chief wrote a grant to the Outdoor Heritage fund and the Town of Jay has received 100% funding for an Emergency Rescue Boat.

Judy Diaz/Playground funds request

Rick Simoneau spoke with Rick Couture about the Kid’s World playground that was built at the Elementary School.  Rick also questioned whether the equipment needs to be torn down or if it could be repaired and possibly added to.  At the time it was built it was suppose to have a lifetime guarantee.  The Selectmen also want to be assured that any new equipment has approval from the insurance company.  It was thought that children get injured on the equipment on a daily basis.

Thomas Goding, contractor, agreed to look at the equipment and report back to the Selectmen to see what repairs need to be made.  This item will be place on the agenda in two weeks.

Recreation Committee/Appointment/Designated Account

The Selectmen agreed to appoint John Johnson, Hyla Friedman, Tom Fortier, Denise Acretelli, Alison Gingras, Judy Diaz and Jessica Bessey to the Recreation Committee and to set up a designated account in case any donations are made to the Town for Recreation.  M/M/S Steve McCourt, Rick Simoneau, 3-0-0.  

Welcome to Jay Sign location

The Selectmen agreed to purchase another sign identical to the sign that was donated to the Town.  One will go in North Jay and the other on the Crash Road.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 3-0-0.

Appointments for Jay Development

The Selectmen agreed to accept Denise Acretelli’s resignation from the Jay Development Committee and to appoint Steve Barker as an Alternate member.  M/M/S Bill Harlow, Steve McCourt 3-0-0.

Regional Services with Livermore Falls

Livermore Falls is looking to bring their solid waste to the Town of Jay, sending their dispatching to Androscoggin County for Police and fire and ambulance would come thru Jay Dispatch.  The Town would receive $2,000 for dispatching for Livermore Falls and $1,500 for dispatching for Livermore.  They would also be responsible for installing any needed equipment.  There was some concern from residents that this would be too much burden for the dispatchers.  This would be on a month-to-month basis and would not require the hiring of additional employees.  The Solid waste would be on a yearly basis.  

The Selectmen agreed to regionalize these services with Livermore Falls for solid waste on a yearly basis and for fire and ambulance services on a monthly basis contingent on approval at Livermore Falls Town Meeting.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 3-0-0.

Union Contract with Office Workers

The Selectmen agreed to sign the contract with the Office Workers Department, which was agreed upon on May 24th.  M/M/S Steve McCourt, Rick Simoneau, 3-0-0.  

Richard Moreau / damage to property

Richard Moreau has filed a claim against the Town.  He stated that since Jewell Street was rebuilt he has had water problems on his property that has caused considerable damage.  He stated that for the first 35 years he never had a problem on the property, that he now has 6 to 8” of water off the step of his porch.  He also claimed that before the 2002 project there was a 6 to 8” bank to keep water off his property.  He was questioned about bark beneath the property.  He stated that he placed 5 ½ feet of road gravel compacted under the garage prior to pouring the slab, and that dug out an area 60’ x 50’ down to original ground and refilled to install his pool and that the area beneath his home was not a bark fill site.  He did state that there is bark fill between his home and his mother’s home, which is now owned by Jim Leclerc.  He is now having approximately $50,000 worth of work done on the property to rectify the problem.

The claim has been submitted to the Town’s insurance company and was denied.  They stated the Town was not responsible under the Maine Tort Claims Act title 14 MRSA ss8101 et seq.  

The Engineering firm hired by the town has advised Mark Holt that the elevation of the road was not changed.

The Selectmen agreed to look at the property, gather more information and table until the next meeting.

Other Business

On June 13th an informational meeting will be held at the Middle School Cafeteria on the Revaluation Process.  The public is invited to attend.

On June 14th the Board of Assessment Review will meet to discuss an Abatement request for Androscoggin Energy.

Ruth Marden did not receive the nomination as Vice-President to the MMA Executive Board.  Ruth has been contacted by five towns, which plan to petition MMA to request that her name be put on the ballot.  She would like the Selectmen to sign a letter of support.  The Selectmen agreed to sign a letter to have Ruth’s name added to the above mentioned ballot.

Executive Session:

Meeting went into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 Subsection 6 for the purpose of discussing pending legal issues at 8:02 P.M.  M/M/S Rick Simoneau, Steve McCourt 3-0-0.

Meeting returned to regular session at 8:15 P.M. 

The Selectmen agreed to sign a contract with Corporate Valuation for the Town’s industrial valuation of Androscoggin Energy. M/M/S Bill Harlow, Steve McCourt 3-0-0.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday June 19, 2006 at 6:00 P.M. at the Jay Niles Library.

Respectfully Submitted

Ronda Palmer

Town Clerk
